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Abstract

To investigate the hypothesis that learning disabilities (LD) play a part in
adolescent suicide, all available suicide notes (n = 27) from 267 consecutive
adolescent suicides were analyzed for spelling and handwriting errors. The
suicide notes were dictated to adolescents with LD and adolescent non-LD
controls. The results showed that 89% of the 27 adolescents who committed
suicide had significant deficits in spelling and handwriting that were similar to
those of the adolescents with LD, and they were significantly more impaired
than the non-LD adolescents and older adults (65 and older) who had committed
suicide in the same time period and in the same geographical area.
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