Voice of the Valleys

Popular international tenor Stephen Lloyd-Morgan releases album to aid the Cudeca Hospice in Spain and Welsh cancer charity Tenovus.

From the Welsh valleys comes a sound that has nothing at all to do with the corporate mechanisations of the music industry. Here music is not just a business but a way of life – a choral tradition that remains as strong as ever, built on the most emotive of all instruments: the voice.

Though he now divides his time between Spain and Wales, Steve is a son of that land and that tradition. Born into the unique musical setting of the Rhondda Valley and gifted with a natural talent, he has gone on to express himself through music wherever he finds himself, be it at the workingman’s club his parents ran, on the stage in the West End, or as a tenor equally at home at an intimate Marbella gathering or a large international concert. 

“A love of music is something universal, shared by many of us,” says the soft-spoken Welshman, “but my own origins in the Welsh valleys is something that puts a very specific and profound stamp on me, both as a vocalist and a person. Though I sing in a variety of styles and cover quite a wide range of musical genres it is something I carry with me regardless.” In spite of his success as a tenor and the feedback he gets from the audience when singing Italian classics such as Nessun Dorma as well as contemporary songs, the choral music of his youth continues to have a special place in Steve’s heart.   

In My Father’s Footsteps

The musical tradition of the valleys is clearly about more than musicality or entertainment alone. “It is about feelings, experiences and how a community pulls together. When someone needed help people rallied around, and this is perhaps the central message of our music as well.” It is certainly a philosophy that continues in his own life, for regardless of punishing schedules or other demands on him, Steve has always been more than willing to make his time and talents available to charities both locally and abroad. 

The fight against cancer and the care for people suffering from this debilitating disease is one that is particularly close to his heart, and the recent loss of his father to cancer has reinforced his commitment to this goal, and inspired the recording of an album in his memory. “I had a very close bond with my father, and I think I owe much of my love of music to him,” says Steve. “He was a singer and bass guitarist in the 60s band The Zendars, who supported The Who, so when I was growing up there was always an eclectic mix of music around me.” It is this very personal soundtrack to an era that he is recording in his own style on In My Father’s Footsteps, adding some of his own contemporary favourites to create a highly original and complimentary songbook.
Information

www.cudeca.org
www.tenovus.org.uk  

www.slmlive.com - ‘To Where You Are’ was re-released on iTunes and all leading download Stores in March 2012, and ‘In My Father’s Footsteps’ is released on 1st July 2012.

http://itunes.apple.com/gb/album/to-where-you-are/id510152127 

http://itunes.apple.com/gb/artist/stephen-lloyd-morgan/id358994655


http://www.davidtomsphotography.com - ‘In My Father’s Footsteps’ Album cover photograph copyright and courtesy David Toms

http://www.hewitt-hewitt.com – Album-cover design courtesy of Hewitt & Hewitt.

http://www.avantimedia.tv – Recording Studios
