DICE
By Tony Shrum
With his first full length Versityle dropping on August 14th via Wapikiya Records, DICE is holding nothing back on the release. Anything, and everything, pent up inside him over the years is unleashed. Expect a variety of genres, due to multiple producers and Dice’s plethora of influences. I talked with Dice about the new record, the aforementioned influences, and the moving from state to state.
Such a drastic move – California to Montana. Was it a culture shock for you?
Moving from California to Montana was not really a culture shock. I’ve done a lot of traveling and been to many places, from Georgia to Chicago to CA, so I’ve seen lots of different things in my life. I am used to adapting to new people and places because I’ve done a lot of it.
What was the reason for the move?
I moved to Montana because I didn’t like the life I was having to live in CA, and I ended up in Montana sort of randomly because I had a friend who lived here.
Wapikiya Records is releasing your album Versityle. How did you get hooked up with Wapikiya?
I started working with some local rappers early on, and performed in a variety of different shows. Then I met Frodie, who was the founder and is the co-owner of Wapikiya Records. We did a few shows together, did some collabing on a few tracks, and we worked well together. Eventually I was asked to become part of the Wapikiya family, and I decided to sign with them.
Versityle is your first full length. How important was it for you to have this album come out?
My album, Versityle, is very special to me. It is designed to showcase my range of talents and ability to perform in several different styles, from gangster rap to reggae, which also shows off my bi-polar personality. It also represents a new start in life for me. I came from a rough background, and I express that in some of the songs on the album.
Was there one producer on the album, or multiple producers?
The album is the product of many producers: Blaq Santa, Finch, Squintz, PMO Slim, and myself. Two of the beats on the album are entirely created by me, and two other tracks were collaborations between me and other producers.
Any guest appearances on this album that we should know about?
There are some guest performers on the album – Miss Dominique, Koshir (former Wapikiya artist) Conceit, Blaq Santa, Hannah Ford, and Frodie all perform on one or more of the songs with me.
Where do you gather most inspiration for your songs?
My inspiration for the album comes from all of the many experiences that I’ve had in my life to date. The emotions I’ve felt and the people I’ve known are expressed in many of the songs. Each song comes from a different time or experience and represents a part of my life and who I am. I also feel like the music has always been there inside me, and my job as an artist is to let it out in a way that other people can hear it and relate it to their own experiences or thoughts. My biggest motivation in pushing for success with Versityle is my children. They keep me going, and have helped me want to do good things with my life. They are my inspiration for changing from my former life to the life I’m trying to live now.
You were caught up in the Montana judicial system recently. How much songwriting for this album was done during that period?
About 50 percent of the album was written during my time dealing with the Montana judicial system, and the rest came after. The frustrations and challenges that I’ve experienced in that time period of my life have helped me to see that I want a better life for my kids.
I also read you were a dance choreographer. How did this come about? Is dance choreography something you’ve always took an interest in?
In addition to my musical talents, I am also a skilled dancer. Although I never had any formal training, I have spent many hours trying to perfect my talents so that I can use them to help others. I have been involved in teaching dance classes for many years, from working with after school programs for kids to teaching in dance studios. I enjoy creating choreography, and I love to perform my own works and also teach my moves to other people. My dancing encompasses many different styles, just as my music does – from hip hop to jazz, etc.
Any plans of making a music video, maybe even with some of your own choreography?
I have performed in several videos already, some of which can be seen on the Wapikiya Records YouTube channel. I am also planning to shoot several videos of tracks from Versityle – both music videos, and videos with a dance focus.
You’re quoted saying, “I’m making changes in the world and myself.” Do you feel you’re accomplishing this with the release of Versityle and how you currently live your day to day life?
I feel that making this album has really helped me discover more about myself. Being able to share my innermost thoughts and feelings is not only life-changing for me, but my hope is that as other people listen to my work, they will be inspired to discover more about themselves as well, which is, I feel, one of my responsibilities as an artist.

