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Versityle is the first full length from DICE, a nomadic-type rapper, who now calls Montana and Wapikiya Records home. The album is 18 tracks, running a little over an hour, covering topics from succeeding to dealing with a criminal mind to sex. Out of the gate, the album intro sets a dark mood that follows through the next track, “I Rhyme” (one of my favorites on the album). From there on the album weaves through the subject matter I mentioned earlier with some landing more effectively than others.

The album title fits appropriately – Dice rapping and singing with the help from multiple producers, including himself. One minute he’s saying “thank God for a meal to get my hands on / Walk the block with a glock spittin’ mad words” and the next he’s saying “I solemnly swear til the end to never give up / And make my kids are proud of me til I’m dead / Break bread.” Ladies, he even has some songs to serenade you to on the album (try “We Fuckin’” and “Low”)

The album has a Midwest sound to it, like something you’d hear coming from the Strange Music roster (listen to “Oh No”). It seems to help being away from major music hubs such as New York and Los Angeles, with a lot of influence coming from a different way of life. There’s a little bit of everything in this record. Definitely worth checking out. (TS)
