


The Queen elizabeTh ii  
DiamonD Jubilee meDal

This medal was created to mark the 2012 celebrations of the 60th anniversary of 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II’s accession to the Throne. The Queen Elizabeth II  
Diamond Jubilee Medal is a tangible way for Canada to honour Her Majesty for  
her service to this country. At the same time, it honours the contributions and 
achievements made by Canadians, of all ages and walks of life. Sixty thousand 
Canadians will receive this honour. 

The design of the medal was developed by the Canadian Heraldic Authority,  
at the Chancellery of Honours at Rideau Hall, and is composed of nickel silver.

The front of the medal depicts a crowned image of Queen Elizabeth II, in 
whose name the medal is bestowed. The reverse marks the sixtieth, or diamond, 
anniversary of the accession to the Throne of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.  
The anniversary is expressed by the central diamond shape, by the background 
composed of a pattern of diamonds, and by the two dates. The Royal Cypher  
consists of the Royal Crown above the letters EIIR (i.e., Elizabeth II Regina,  
the latter word meaning Queen in Latin). The maple leaves refer to Canada,  
while the motto VIVAT REGINA means “Long live The Queen!”

The ribbon uses a new arrangement of the blue, red and white colours found  
in the 1953 Coronation Medal, the 1977 Silver Jubilee Medal, and the 2002 
Golden Jubilee Medal.
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