What Is Biafine?
By Regina Edwards 
Biafine is a topical non-steroidal medication available in the United States for treating burns, wounds and irritations. The clinical benefits of Biafine to stimulate all phases of wound healing have been studied in the United States prior to U.S. Food and Drug Administration approval in 2006, and these benefits underscore the heritage of the product's use in France for over 25 years. Biafine contains non-toxic ingredients in an herbal base and its use includes wound management, adjunct to radiation therapy, burn dressings, post-treatment for cosmetic and plastic surgery and dermatology treatments (such as sunburn). 
Significance
· Biafine is manufactured by Laboratoire Medix in France and sold over the counter there unlike some other countries. Biafine has been used in France for more than 25 years, and it contains non-toxic and herbal ingredients. hydrates skin tissue, adding water to healing tissue, softening scars, promoting the body's antibacterial activity and reducing contamination. It is safe to use Biafine daily, as when changing wound dressings.
Function
· Biafine is a topical, water-based emulsion that penetrates the skin to hydrate the underlying tissues. The formulation is an emollient, which softens scarred and dead superficial tissue upon penetration and hydration, to promote healing. Biafine enhances autolytic debridement, which is the body's mechanism to eliminate dead tissue as part of the healing process by enhancing macrophage recruitment to the wound site. A moist dressing and increased macrophage recruitment for natural healing reduce the need to remove dead and scarred tissue surgically. As an emulsion, Biafine also provides a barrier similar to hydrogels which protect the wounds against further bacterial contamination.
Approved Indications
· Biafine is used to treat burns, skin irritations, superficial wounds and dryness. Its popularity overseas has been for its hydrating properties and effectiveness on sunburned skin and scrapes. Clinical studies were conducted in the United States for burns, wound healing and radiation.
According to the Biafine package insert, the FDA has approved Biafine for use in full thickness wounds, pressure sores and dermal ulcers (includes lower leg ulcers), superficial wounds, first- and second-degree burns, sunburns, dermal donor and graft site management, radiation dermatitis and minor abrasions.
Application
· Wound and burn management involve methods to enhance tissue regeneration and to minimize infection during the healing process. Since autolytic debridement is the preferred method for removing dead and scarred tissue, moist dressings are needed and must be changed daily. Biafine is liberally applied to the skin and covered with a dressing, such as gauze. The dressing is changed every 24 hours, with reapplication of Biafine.
Effects
· While Biafine is an emulsion, it is non-comedogenic because it stimulates tissue debridement, hydration and regeneration. It promotes antibacterial activity. Initial application may produce a slight tingling sensation from the penetrating properties of the formulation. Biafine has been studied in clinical trials for use after plastic and cosmetic surgery.
Contraindications and Warnings
· Biafine is for topical use only and should not be used on bleeding wounds and skin rashes (especially those caused by an allergic reaction). All wounds, burns and irritations should be cleaned before application and bandaging. Biafine is a prescription medication and should be applied as directed by a healthcare professional, particularly when used as an adjunct to radiation treatment and dermal grafts. Biafine does not contain any sunscreen, because it is applied after prolonged sun exposure.
Pt. II, Uses of Biafine
By Marisa Swanson 
Biafine heals a variety of skin-related problems including wounds from cosmetic or skin graft surgery. The moisturizing product, essentially liquid, goes directly on the site of the treatment area.
1. Cosmetic
· Biafine keeps skin moisturized during its own healing process and prevents contamination from germs. Biafine can be a part of post-surgical treatment for cosmetic procedures including microdermabrasion, chemical peel burns, intense pulse light (IPL) treatments, laser resurfacing and mole removal.
Medical
· Doctors prescribe Biafine to treat incision sites following surgeries and conditions such as radiation dermatitis, burns that result from radiation treatments. Patients use Biafine after skin cancer destruction and excision and on full and partial thickness wounds -- wounds that affect the top skin layers, such as first- and second-degree burns. Biafine treats dermal ulcers occurring at the site of skin grafts.
To Use
· Always consult your physician about application instructions and fully read the directions on the Biafine package. For wounds, abrasions and full-thickness wounds, general rules apply.
First wash the skin area with water or saline solution. Gently apply a 1/4- to 1/2-inch-thick layer of Biafine on and around the area of treatment. If you are using dressings, moisten them slightly before placing them on top of the Biafine. Reapply the ointment every 24 to 48 hours until the wound has healed.
Biafine Side Effects
By Leeann Teagno
Biafine is an emollient-rich tincture that can be applied to burns and wounds to promote their healing while maintaining the integrity of the skin. While the side effects of Biafine are minimal, the medication must be correctly applied for maximum effectiveness. 
What is Biafine?
· When applied, Biafine optimizes the environment in which injured skin can heal. It retains moisture and wards off potential infections.
When Should Biafine Not Be Used?
· Biafine should not be used on rashes obtained from a food or medicine allergy, wounds that are bleeding or when a patient is allergic to any of the ingredients contained in Biafine. While it can be used to speed up the healing of skin grafts, it should not be applied until the grafts have taken and are beyond the point of risk of rejection.
Common Side Effects
· Side effects associated with Biafine are minimal. The most common side effect of Biafine is a tingling sensation that occurs for up to 15 minutes after applying to the affected area. This tingling sensation is normal and temporary.
Other than possible allergic reaction and tingling, Biafine is usually well-tolerated by patients and produces minimal side effects.
What If My Wound is Infected?
· If an infection is present in the wound that needs to be treated, appropriate treatment should begin under the direction of a physician. Biafine can be used in conjunction with infection treatment if the physician deems it is necessary or beneficial.
Considerations During Use
· Biafine can be applied several times daily for up to 14 days. If, after 14 days, your condition has not improved, consult your physician.
The ingredients of Biafine have been approved for external use only. Biafine is not to be ingested. If accidental ingestion should occur, contact your physician or contact a poison control center.
Application and dosing of Biafine varies with the form of injury. Consult your physician to determine how you should apply Biafine depending on your specific condition and situation.
Radiation Dermatitis
· Biafine can be used in patients with radiation dermatitis burns resulting from the radiation treatment of certain cancers. While it is effective in the promotion of healing of this type of burn, it should not be applied within four hours prior to a round of radiation treatment. Applying Biafine during this time can result in less than optimal results regarding the radiation treatment of the cancer.
The above content is distributed under the Creative Commons license and is the property of cited authors above, eHow.com. Click to buy Biafine and lower-strength Biafine ACT online direct from France where it is sold over the counter.
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