LiteracyCONNECT: Lincoln’s Eloquence

Historical Thinking

Public speakers often increase the power, persuasiveness, or beauty of their speeches by carefully
repeating key terms throughout a speech. In Abraham Lincoln’s Second Inaugural Address, what is the
combined effect of the terms “nation” and “public,” their synonyms, and pronouns for these terms? Your
task is to answer this question in a 500-word essay that you will share with students who are learning
how to write effective speeches. Before you read Lincoln’s address, analyze the whole task and its
evaluation standards by reading the instructions on this page, the scoring rubric on the next page, and the
graphic organizers on the last page.
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