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Science to Solutions
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Marking High-Risk 
Fences Saves Sage Grouse

Sage Grouse Initiative

A new mapping tool helps 
identify the best spots to reduce 
sage grouse fence collisions
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In Brief: Marking fences for visibility can dramatically reduce sage grouse collisions. A new 
mapping tool can help managers and landowners target those fences that pose the highest 
risk for grouse strikes: fences close to leks and in flat or rolling terrain.
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From Science to Solutions: 
!e Fence Collision Risk Tool
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How Do I Access the Tool?
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Private Landowners
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Durable fence markers are typically cut from vinyl 
“undersill” trim siding that has a lip that snaps 
securely onto fence wires. The vinyl strips are cut into 
3” pieces, and reflective tape is added to both sides 
of the markers to increase visibility in low light. An 
alternative is to use both white and black markers 
for visibility against vegetation and snow. Usually, 
markers are placed at 3-foot intervals on the top wire. 
Fences that are well-covered by tall sagebrush, or run 
through other tall vegetation such as willows or trees, 
may not need to be marked.
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