
Also Available by Randy McDaniel
A BLACKSMITHING PRIMER
A Course in Basic and Intermediate Blacksmithing 

This step-by-step text includes over 400 detailed drawings and illustrations to help 
increase comprehension levels and more than 20 projects provide opportunities to put 
these skills to use.   This is a reference manual that will be found lying open on the 
workbench more often than found on the bookshelf and is highly recommended to 
anyone swinging a hammer to shape hot metal.

184 pages, Paperback, B&W,  
8” x 10”,© 2004
Order Number:  AP-CB1776….$25.00 

The hydraulic forging press is becoming increasingly important 
to the forging shop.  This relatively small machine, which is often 
hand made, allows smiths to do many of the same operations as a 
power hammer while adding more control and expanding what 
one can do with hot metal.   
 
Over forty years ago a spark ignited Randy McDaniel’s passion 
for forging hot metal. This has been a passion that continually 
grows.  Seven years ago his exploration of hot metal evolved and 
he began specializing in work done with the hydraulic forging 
press.  Randy now creates all of his own tooling and dies which 
he uses to produce a line of unique items.    He loves how the 
power of his sixty ton press pushes hot metal as if it were clay in 
his hands.  
 
This book covers the history, the how to, and especially the 
versatility of the hydraulic forging press for the blacksmith and 
the knife maker.  It provides a comparison between the press and 
other machinery, the different types of presses, which type of 
press is right for your application, should you build one or buy 
one, focuses on tooling that you can make to get the most out of 
your press and much, much more.  
 
Large, full-color drawings and photographs of presses, items 
made on the press, and the tooling used are featured through out 
the book and in the gallery section.
 
Award-winning author and blacksmith, Randy McDaniel has 
brought together an international group of collaborators to 
make Hydraulic Forging Press for the Blacksmith a useful and 
inspirational resource for anyone forging hot metal. 

200 pages, Full Color, Hardcover, 
8.75” x 11.25”, © 2014
Order Number: AP-SJ299... . . .$45.00

An Imprint of  Finney Company

New
Release!

Hydraulic Forging Press 
For tHe BlacksmitH

By Randy McDaniel

5995 149th street West, suite 105, apple Valley, mn 55124             Phone: (952) 469-6699  or  (866) 543-3045
Visit our Web site: www.astragalpress.com             Feedback: info@finneyco.com


