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(57) ABSTRACT

A method for detecting leaks in a fluid system such as, but
not limited to, the evaporative or air brake system of a motor
vehicle. A smoke generating machine produces a supply of
smoke to be delivered to the system under test. At least some
of a mixture of oil and fluorescent dye is heated and vapor-
ized into smoke within a sealed chamber. The smoke func-
tions as a carrier for the dye. Some of the smoke which is
delivered to the system under test from the chamber will exit
a leak (e.g. a hole), and the fluorescent dye carried by the
smoke will leave a flourescent trace around the leak. By
shining ultraviolet light along the system under test, the fluo-
rescent trace around the leak wi l l be i l luminated .
Accordingly, even small leaks may be quickly, easily and
reliably located for repair.
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