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Jessica Norwood is the Executive Director of the Emerging ChangeMakers Network, an organization dedicated to working with inspiring leaders and innovative ideas that end economic inequality. 

As a leading social entrepreneur in the region, she supports strengthening social enterprise and social investing as a way to build community resiliency. Most recently, she led the Emerging ChangeMakers Network in creating SOUL’utions, a community investment and economic development project that works with businesses in Alabama and the south by providing an accelerator business program, micro-loans, capacity grants and private capital investment clubs in order to strengthen historically vulnerable communities. 

Norwood previously spent years in Washington, D.C. and elsewhere, as a political fundraiser and consultant, raising millions of dollars for various campaigns. Her non-traditional methods have been covered in the Washington Post, CNN and Congressional Quarterly. 

Norwood is a past member of the board of directors for the Highlander Research and Education Center, a former Emerging Leaders Fellow at the Sanford School of Public Policy at Duke University and the Political Power Fellow with the Hip Hop Archive at the Du Bois Institute at Harvard University. 
