
 

 

 

 

   

  

  

  

  

  



Example of one of Piedmont City School’s Blended Learning Models

Our Vision
The mission of Piedmont City Schools is to provide a quality education through shared 
responsibility in a safe supportive environment for all students to meet the challenges 
of a global society.

District Stats
Piedmont is a small, rural city in northeastern Alabama with a population of ~5000 
1,240 students
3 schools: 1 ES, 1 MS, 1 HS

History and Context
Under Superintendent Matt Akin’s leadership, the district started the mPower Piedmont 
initiative in 2009 and provided all students grades 4-12 with both a laptop and internet access.  
Building on that initiative, and with the support of an NGLC grant, Piedmont kicked off mBolden 
Piedmont to bring mastery-based blended learning to the district, starting with the 275 
students in the middle school.

Model Description
mBolden Piedmont is designed to meet 3 main goals: advanced mastery, relevance, and 
student ownership. Students will demonstrate mastery through hands-on projects, original 
creations, and experiments. The schedule includes Class Time, Goal Time, and My Time to 
allow for true individualized learning. Students work closely with mentors to focus on career 
and personal interests, exposing students to opportunities and creating connections between 
education and their futures.

Results
Piedmont Middle School saw tremendous growth from the fall to winter administration of the 
NWEA. In every grade level, for both math and reading, students grew at least 25% more than 
the national norm expectations for growth. On average, grades 6-8 reading scores grew 66% 
more than expected, while math scores grew 35% more than expected! 6th grade reading saw 
unbelievable results, growing twice what was expected in a short period of time.
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Class Structure:
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