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[bookmark: _GoBack]OperaWine unveils the list of 103 wines in the presence of newly nominated VIA Italian Wine Ambassadors and Italian Wine Experts 


As 55 candidates from 16 different countries are concentrated right now on the final exam of the first edition of the VIA Certification Course in Villa Quaranta (Verona), OperaWine, Vinitaly’s exclusive premier showcase, has finally announced the complete list of 103 Italian wines that will be presented at this year’s edition on the 21st of March in the exclusive setting of Palazzo della Gran Guardia: 15 white wines (of which one sweet), 6 sparkling and a grand 82 red wines from all different wine regions of Italy. 
The list also includes a record 20 new entries and has been announced at the same time as the official launch of the wine guide published by the Italian daily paper Corriere della Sera in collaboration with Wine Spectator. 
“Italy's wines present extraordinary breadth, depth and diversity, and Vinitaly is its gathering place” explains Thomas Matthews, Executive Editor of Wine Spectator, the prestigious magazine that each year selects the 100 Finest Italian wine producers. “With OperaWine, Wine Spectator and Vinitaly hope to showcase the essence of this achievement, by spotlighting benchmark wines and leading wineries. In 2015, the fourth edition of OperaWine, we announce two noteworthy innovations. First, this year's line-up includes a record 20 new producers, testifying to the strength of Italian wine producers, and their continued progress. Second, Wine Spectator has partnered with Corriere della Sera to produce a book documenting OperaWine, so that wine lovers throughout Italy and around the world can appreciate the remarkable achievements of Italy's great wines”.
This year’s edition will further emphasize the event’s strong connection to the world of the Opera Music, one of the main symbols of Verona since 1913 when the Arena of Verona staged the very first edition of the Aida of Giuseppe Verdi in celebration of the famous artist’s birth anniversary. The reproduction of this same grand opera, now at its 56th edition, will offer the perfect setting for Italy’s Top Italian wine producers who will be personally serving their wines to a selected crowd of national and international journalists, trade and wine experts. 
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Members of four international delegations from Hong Kong, China, Europe and the US will also be the spectators of this grand fourth act thus further highlighting OperaWine’s international breadth. 
The day will open at 1pm with the traditional press conference that this year will represent a moment of great solemnity with two official announcements: Ian D’Agata and Stevie Kim will reveal the names of the candidates who today will pass the final exam of the VIA Certification Course and become the first Italian Wine Ambassadors and Italian Wine Experts of the Vinitaly International Academy. 





The second announcement will be the winner of the second edition of the #bestoperawine contest, addressed by Vinitaly International to all Twitter users who wish to vote for their favourite winery amongst the 100 top producers of this year’s edition (http://www.operawine.it/images/pdf/List_hashtag.pdf). 
The contest is still open until this evening so tweet on !
The 3.45 pm Opening Ceremony to be held in the presence of the Minister of Agricolture, Maurizio Martina, will officially open the afternoon Grand Tasting from 4 pm to 6.30 pm.
Partner of OperaWine this year is the famous Italian brand Diadora that will also be Vinitaly International’s official partner in its tour around the world. 
Opera Wine also wishes to thank sponsors Air Dolomiti and Surgiva and technical partner, Bormioli, for their invaluable support during the event. A special thanks also goes to SocialMeter for the technical support offered by monitoring all social traffic before and during the event.

For more information, visit http://www.operawine.it/home
To see the list of 100 Finest Italian Wine Producers go to: http://www.operawine.it/who-they-are




About:

Wine Spectator is the world’s leading authority on wine that reaches more than 3 million readers worldwide, exploring wine’s role in contemporary culture and delivering expert reviews of more than 15,000 wines each year. Wine Spectator is solely responsible for the choice of producers at the event.

Veronafiere is the leading organizer of trade shows in Italy including Vinitaly (www.vinitaly.com), the largest wine and spirits fair in the world. During its 48th edition Vinitaly counted some 155.000 visitors and 4.000 exhibitors on a 100.000 square meter area. The next edition of the fair will take place on 22 – 25 March 2015. The premier event to Vinitaly, OperaWine (www.vinitalyinternational.com) “Finest Italian Wines: 100 Great Producers,” will unite international wine professionals on March 21st 2015 in the heart of Verona, offering them the unique opportunity to discover and taste the 100 best Italian wines, as selected by Wine Spectator. Since 1998 Vinitaly International travels to several countries such as Russia, China, USA and Hong Kong. In February 2014 Vinitaly International launched an educational project, the Vinitaly International Academy (VIA) with the aim of divulging and broadcasting the excellence and diversity of Italian wine around the globe. VIA is now ready to present the first edition of its VIA Certification Course to be held in Verona from the 16th to the 20th of March 2015 with the aim of creating new Ambassadors of Italian Wine in the World.
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WINE SPECTATOR NOMENCLATURE 21/03/2015
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 Agripunica
  Barrua 2011



 Allegrini
  Allegrini Amarone della Valpolicella Classico DOC 2006



 Altesino
  Brunello di Montalcino DOCG Montosoli 2008



 Argiolas
  Turriga, ITG Isola dei Nuraghi 2011



 Arnaldo Caprai
  25 Anni Montefalco Sagrantino DOCG 2009



 Avignonesi
  Desiderio Merlot Cortona DOC 2011



 Barone Ricasoli
  Castello di Brolio 2011



 Bellavista
  Bellavista Vittorio Moretti Franciacorta 2006



 Benanti
  Serra della Contessa Etna DOC Rosso 2004



 Bibi Graetz
  Colore IGT 2005



 Biondi Santi - Tenuta Greppo
  Brunello di Montalcino DOCG 2007



 Braida
  Bricco dell’ Uccellone 2009



 Bruno Giacosa
  Barolo Le Rocche del Falletto Riserva DOCG 2004



 Ca’ Del Bosco
  Franciacorta Riserva Cuvee Annamaria Clementi 2004



 Cantina Terlano
  Vorberg Alto Adige Terlano Pinot Bianco Riserva 2011



 Cantine Ferrari
  Ferrari Perlé Trentodoc 2006



 Carpineto
  Farnito Cabernet Sauvignon 1997



 Casa E. di Mirafiore
  Barolo Paiagallo 2010



 Casa Vinicola D’Angelo
  Aglianico del Vulture DOC Riserva Caselle 2007



 Casanova Di Neri
  Brunello di Montalcino Tenuta Nuova 2010



 Castellare Di Castellina
  I Sodi di San Niccolò 2010



 Castello Di Ama
  Vigneto La Casuccia - Chianti Classico Gran Selezione 2011



 Castello Di Fonterutoli
  Siepi 2007



 Cavallotto
  Barolo Riserva Bricco Boschis Vigna San Giuseppe 2006



 Ceretto Aziende Vitivinicole
  Barolo DOCG Bricco Rocche 2006



 Cesari Gerardo
  Jèma Corvina Veronese IGT 2009



 Col D’Orcia
  Poggio Al Vento, Brunello di Montalcino Riserva DOCG 2004



 Damilano
  Cannubi Barolo DOCG 2006



 Donnafugata
  Ben Ryé - Passito di Pantelleria DOC 2007



 Drei Dona’ - Tenuta La Palazza
  Pruno 2010



 Elena Walch 
  Beyond the Clouds  Bianco Alto Adige DOC 2012



 Falesco
  Montiano 2007



 Fèlsina
  Fontalloro IGT Toscana 2011



 Feudi Di San Gregorio
  Taurasi DOCG 2009



 Fontodi
  Flaccianello della Pieve 2011



 Foradori
  Granato Vigneti delle Dolomiti IGT Teroldego 2010



 Gaja
  Sorì San Lorenzo, Langhe Nebbiolo DOC 2011



 Galardi
  Terra di Lavoro 2012



 Gianfranco Fino Viticoltore
  Es Primitivo di Manduria DOC 2011



 Graziano Pra’
  Soave Cl. Monte Grande 2013



 Jermann
  Vintage Tunina 2012



 Le Macchiole
  Messorio 2004



 Leonildo Pieropan
  La Rocca 2012



 Les Cretes
  Chardonnay Cuvee Bois Valle D’Aosta DOP 2012



 Librandi
  Gravello 2012



 Lini 910
  Metodo Classico Rosso Millesimato 2004 Lini 910 2004



 Livio Felluga
  Terre Alte 2011



 Lungarotti
  Torgiano Rosso Riserva DOCG Rubesco Vigna Monticchio 2005



 Lvnae Bosoni
  Vermentino Colli di Luni DOC “Etichetta Nera” 2013



 Maison Anselmet
  Chardonnay Eleve En Fut De Chene 2012



 Mamete Prevostini
  Albareda Sforzato di Valtellina 2011



 Marchesi Antinori
  Badia a Passignano 2008



 Marco Felluga - Russiz Superiore
  Collio Bianco Col Disore Russiz Superiore 2011



 Mascarello Giuseppe & Figlio - Monprivato
  Barolo Monprivato 2004



 Masciarelli
  Villa Gemma Rosso Montepulciano D’Abruzzo DOC 2004



 Masi Agricola 
  Riserva di Costasera Amarone Classico della Valpolicella DOC 2009



 Masseria Altemura
  Altemura Primitivo di Manduria DOC 2010



 Masseria Li Veli
  Mlv Masseria Li Veli - IGT Salento Rosso 2010



 Massolino - Vigna Rionda
  Barolo DOCG Vigna Rionda Riserva X Anni 2000



 Mastroberardino
  Radici Taurasi DOCG 2009



 Mastrojanni
  Brunello di Montalcino Vigna Loreto DOCG 2009



 Medici Ermete & Figli
  Concerto Reggiano DOC Lambrusco 2013



 Mezzacorona
  Nos Teroldego Rotaliano Riserva 2006



 Montevetrano
  Montevetrano 2011



 Nino Franco 
  Grave di Stecca Brut 2008



 Nino Negri
  5 Stelle Sfursat di Valtellina DOCG 2010



 Odoardi
  Odoardi Gb - Calabria IGT Rosso 2012



 Ornellaia
  Ornellaia 2005



 Paolo Scavino
  Barolo DOCG Bricco Ambrogio 2011



 Passopisciaro
  Contrada Guardiola 2012



 Pecchenino
  Barolo Le Coste di Monforte 2010



 Petrolo
  Bòggina 2011



 Pio Cesare
  Barolo 2011



 Planeta
  Eruzione 1614 Carricante - DOC Sicilia 2013



 Poderi Aldo Conterno
  Barolo Romirasco 2006



 Renato Ratti
  Barolo Rocche dell’Annunziata 2010



 San Felice
  Vigorello Toscana IGT 2010



 Sandrone Luciano
  Barolo Cannubi Boschis DOCG 2003



 Siro Pacenti
  Siro Pacenti Brunello di Montalcino 2006



 Suavia
  Soave Classico “Monte Carbonare” 2012



 Tabarrini Montefalco
  Montefalco Sagrantino DOCG Colle Grimaldesco 2009



 Tasca D’Almerita
  Rosso del Conte 2010



 Tedeschi
  Capitel Monte Olmi Amarone della Valpolicella DOC Classico 2004



 Tenuta del Portale
  Aglianico del Vulture DOC de Vigne a Capanno 2009



 Tenuta di Biserno
  Lodovico 2011



 Tenuta di Nozzole - A&G Folonari Tenute
  Nozzole “La Forra” Chianti Classico Gran Selezione DOCG 2011



 Tenuta Il Poggione
  Brunello di Montalcino Riserva Vigna Paganelli 2007



 Tenuta J. Hofstätter
  Kolbenhof 2012



 Tenuta Luce della Vite
  Luce 2011



 Tenuta San Guido 
  Sassicaia - DOC Bolgheri Sassicaia 2011



 Tenuta Sette Ponti
  Oreno 2010



 Tenute Dettori
  Tenores 2010



 Tenute Silvio Nardi
  Brunello di Montalcino Vigneto Poggio Doria 2007



 Terre Bianche
  Bricco Arcagna, Rossese di Dolceacqua 2010



 Terre degli Svevi-Re Manfredi
  Serpara Aglianico del Vulture DOC 2008



 Terredora 
  Fiano di Avellino Campore 2010



 Tommasi Family Estates
  Tommasi Amarone della Valpolicella Classico DOC 2007



 Tormaresca
  Bocca di Lupo Caste del Monte DOC 2004



 Umani Ronchi
  Cumaro, Conero Riserva DOCG 2007



 Valdicava
  Brunello di Montalcino “Madonna del Piano“ Riserva 2005



 Vietti 
  Barbera D’Asti Superiore Nizza “La Crena” - DOCG 2009



 Volpaia
  Coltassala Chianti Classico Riserva 2010



 Zenato
  Amarone della Valpolicella DOC Classico 2006
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