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2015 Dietary Guidelines Advisory Committee (DGAC) Report Sparks 
Record Number of Public Comments … 2000%+ More Than 2010
FoodMinds Analysis by the Numbers

Write-in campaigns were organized by 
various organizations, including professional 
associations, consumer, science and 
environmental advocacy organizations,  
and industry groups, among others.

79% of commenters 
were anonymous. 

Among all submissions,  
commenters identified with  

the following affiliations.

Individual/
Professional

80%

Form Letters/ 
Write-In Campaigns

Sustainability

Meat/Processed 
Meat Consumption

Top 3 Sources

 10,967 Friends of the Earth

 5,146 Food Democracy Now

 2,235  My Plate, My Planet

On 30+ topics, with top 5 on:

Key Topics:

Plant-based Diets

Added Sugars

Cholesterol

32%

30%

26%

7%

4%

 Individual/Professional  92.3 %

 Education Institution/School System 2.5 %

 Industry/Industry Association 1.4 %

 Professional Association 0.5 %

 State/Local Government 0.2 %

 Public Health Department 0.1 %

 Federal Agency 0.05 %

 Other  2.9 %

28,643 Comments
Analyzed

Sustainability

Addressed dietary 
cholesterol,  
and 84% of  
these comments 
opposed the 
DGAC’s position 

84%

94%

92.3%

4%

Comment Period
February 19 –  
May 8, 2015

2015 DGAC 
Scientific Report

571 Pages 22,914

20%

Tailored,  
Non-Form Letters
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Scientific Report

571 Pages


