UCC’s ASSERT signs Partnership Agreement with Mentice Sweden

University College Cork’s ASSERT Centre ( Application of Science to Simulation based
Education and Research on Training), which is the only location worldwide developing
proficiency-based progression training programmes for the medical sector, has today
announced that it has signed a foundation partnership agreement with Mentice AB,
Gothenburg, Sweden, a world leader in cardiovascular and endovascular healthcare
simulation training.

Today’s announcement represents a substantial commitment to ASSERT by Mentice in a
multi-million Euro deal over a five year period. The collaboration will advance procedural
skills training for all healthcare professionals by ensuring that medical training is effective
and relevant.

Professor Anthony G. Gallagher, Director of Research at the ASSERT Centre has been the
leading proponent for the conception, design and development of proficiency based training
over the past 20 years. Ground breaking research in the US led by Professor Gallagher has
proven that this method of training is superior to the 100 year old apprenticeship model for
surgical training, which has been seen as the long-standing gold standard worldwide.
ASSERT will seek to combine sophisticated cutting edge simulation with the academic and
practical implementation of training to proficiency. This sets new and desired benchmarks in
the procedural skills training arena which bridges the critical and largely unmet training
need for the surgeons and physicians of today and tomorrow.

Commenting on the announcement, Géran Malmberg CEO and Group President of Mentice
states that “ASSERT and Mentice share the vision that high fidelity simulation combined with
deliberate practice to a defined objective is the path to tackle the challenges facing skills
acquisition in healthcare over the next couple of decades. We are excited about the
opportunity to work together with ASSERT to change this.”

Professor Anthony G. Gallagher comments that “The medical community, at large, has
confirmed the relevance of simulation for training but a significant part of the learning curve
is still performed in the clinical practice on patients. This is obviously not ideal and we intend
to provide scientific evidence in order to move to regulation where defined skills levels are
achieved and validated in a safe simulated environment away from patients. This in our
opinion will change the world of healthcare.”

The common goal of Mentice and ASSERT is to deliver better and safer healthcare through
the application of the latest technological capacities combined with academic excellence.
ASSERT provides a complete set of education and training facilities: internal and external
high fidelity simulation suites (including operating theatres, wards and role players), e-
learning laboratories and a multifunctional laboratory suitable for all forms of simulation
based training.



ENDS

For press information and interview requests please contact Gregory Higgins, UCC
College of Medicine and Health Marketing and Communications.

M: 086-158 6235 T: 021-490 1573 E: Gregory.Higgins@ucc.ie T: @UCCMedHealth

e ASSERT (Application of Science-based Education and Research on Training) at University
College improves patient care by enabling health professionals and trainees to engage in the
deliberate practice of skills to predefined proficiency standards in simulated clinical settings.

W: https://www.ucc.ie/en/assert

e Mentice, Gothenburg Sweden, Mentice is the world leader in medical cardiovascular and
endovascular simulation, providing innovative and effective solutions for training, education
and assessment in a wide range of disciplines.

W: http://www.mentice.com
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