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A COLUMN, A CONTINENT, A $500,000 PRIZE 
New Gerson L’Chaim Prize--Inspired by a NYT Piece--
Is Largest Ever in Clinical Care

www.amhf.us

NEW YORK CITY -- AUGUST 17, 2016 -- Announcing the $500,000 Rabbi Erica and Mark Gerson L’Chaim (“To Life”) Prize, an annual award for Outstanding Christian Medical Missionary Service--the largest-ever in clinical patient care.The historic prize, inspired by the response to a New York Times column, springs from a friendship between former college roommates: New York entrepreneur Mark Gerson and Dr. Jon Fielder, a Christian missionary living in Kenya. 

From love of history and ideas in their college years, Gerson and Fielder graduated to shared concern for Africa. Early on, as Fielder helped build HIV programs there, Gerson supplied, in Fielder’s words, “intellectual firepower and humbling generosity.” By 2010 the two had founded the African Mission Healthcare Foundation (AMHF) to support Africa’s faith-based healthcare workers, who provide one-third of Africa’s medical care. 
 
The result is a practicing Jewish couple advancing essential healthcare led by Christians. "In nearly a decade I’ve seen limited resources in this community yield extraordinary return in lives saved and suffering relieved,” Gerson explains. “The Jewish and Christian faiths share sanctity of life as the highest value.  My wife and I are gratified to honor the physicians most effectively employing resources to heal the world’s poorest and most vulnerable.”
 
The inaugural 2016 Gerson L'Chaim Prize drew 26 applications from long-term medical missionaries, Catholic and Protestant, in 12 countries. Projects submitted cover women’s health centers, African doctor training, cancer diagnosis and treatment, pediatric surgery training and care, heart surgery, mobile HIV care, malaria prevention, and ER centers. The selection committee combines current and former medical missionaries, African healthcare experts, and on-the-ground clinicians.

The four finalists for the 2016 inaugural Gerson L'Chaim Prize will be announced in October; the prize is awarded in November 2016. 
 
Noted medical missionary Dr. Tom Catena--the subject of Nicholas Kristof’s widely read impetus for the prize, applauds the effort. "The hospitals and doctors are deeply invested in the community. They stretch a dollar to incredible lengths in service of the poor,” he said. “This award will transform healthcare for the winner’s institution and inspire others to join as AMHF serves those who need it most."

For interviews, contact:  Michael Conrad  Michael@Lovell-Fairchild.com 214-616-0320

Learn more at:
· www.amhf.us
· Read the Gerson’s essay on Medium
· Read the official prize policies 
· Follow #LChaimPrize via AMHF’s profile on Twitter or Facebook
· Donate to the prize winner

Visit Lovell-Fairchild.com for:
· Curtain Raiser Press Release 
· AMHF Media Tip Sheet
· AMHF Q&A 
· Suggested Interview Questions
		 	 	 						
About African Mission Healthcare Foundation                                   	
A registered US 501(c)3 charity, AMHF enhances access to health services for the tens of millions of Africans who fail to receive quality, life-saving care. It advances financial, logistical, personnel and management support to African mission health facilities, which, through thousands of centers, provide roughly one-third of medical services on the continent. AMHF directly supports care for 70,000 patients annually and finances formal training of 100 African healthcare professionals--a credit to its partners’ efficiency. In Kenya, a clubfoot may be corrected for $100. In Malawi, a child’s malaria treatment costs less than $10. In eight countries--including Malawi, Uganda, South Sudan and Tanzania--AMHF has built clinics, procured x-ray machines, educated surgeons and doctors, and sponsored life-changing operations, particularly pediatric rehabilitative treatments. AMHF oversees Kenya’s largest HIV and tuberculosis clinical mentorship program.
 	        	
About the Prize Founders                                   	
Mark Gerson, a New York-based entrepreneur and philanthropist, is married to Erica Gerson, a rabbi. Mark co-founded Gerson Lehrman Group, among other companies; he’s international chair of United Hatzalah and chair of United Rescue, a distributed network of volunteer first responders in Israel, Jersey City and Brazil. The author of many books and articles, his subjects range from intellectual history and inner-city education to basketball and the biblical Jonah.
 
While earning his MD from Baylor College of Medicine, Jon Fielder spent nine months with Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity. After training in internal medicine at Johns Hopkins Hospital, at a rural mission teaching hospital in Kenya he helped start a HIV treatment and training program, now caring for nearly 5,000 people. His training program has equipped 2,000-plus Kenyan health workers to care for HIV sufferers, and across Kenya he has helped mission hospitals establish HIV clinics. His textbook, Tuberculosis in the Era of HIV, is widely used in East and Southern Africa. In Malawi, Dr. Fielder initiated a community HIV support program, hospital ward and TB clinic. Living with his family outside Nairobi, Dr. Fielder now serves full time as president of AMHF.           
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