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PRESS RELEASE


[bookmark: _Hlk508269748]Danbury Selects Ventura Law  to Join Lawsuit Against Opioid Manufacturers 
	Comment by Kelly Fitzpatrick: Do we want to include only our firm or BSJ as well? 

Danbury Connecticut March 81, 2018 -  The City of Danbury has selected Ventura Law Law to investigate and pursue claims on its behalf relating to the national opioid epidemic.  The Danbury Common Council agreed to hire Ventura Law  Ventura Law on March 6, 2018.  Across the country, more than 200 local governments have joined the opioid litigation, and that he number continues to climb increasenearly every day.  	Comment by Kelly Fitzpatrick: verify


Ventura Law has partnered with Branstetter Stranch & Jennings, a law firm based in Nashville, Tennessee.  Branstetter Stranch & Jennings is leading the charge against opioid manufacturers and its related companies and has already filed suit on behalf of 14 district attorneys, which includes 47 counties. 

The potential claims that the City of Danbury anticipates on raising in its lawsuit are that the drug companies engaged in fraudulent and deceptive marketing regarding the risks and benefits of prescription opioids which contributed to and fueled Connecticut’s opioid epidemic. For decades, pharmaceutical companies aggressively marketed to health care providers and reassured the medical community that patients would not become addicted to prescription opioids like oxycodoneoxycodone, despite knowing the drugs were not safe or effective for long-term use and chronic pain..  

Chief Executive Officer at Ventura Law Attorney Augie J. Ribeiro commented, "In selecting a local firm to represent the unique interests of the city, Danbury has shown great leadership inin proactively protecting its citizens."

Danbury anticipates alleging that the drug companies violated Connecticut’s consumer protection statutes and created a public nuisance by disseminating false and misleading statements about the risks and benefits of opioids. This false marketing included medical journal advertising, sales representative statements, and the use of medical front groups to deliver information which downplayed the risks and inflated the benefits of opioids. This conduct proliferated the prescription of opioids and drove the opioid epidemic that the City of Danbury and the State of Connecticut are currently facing
.

About Ventura Law - Since 1957, Ventura Law has been advocating on behalf of consumers. The Firm is currently involved in numerous mass tort and complex litigation legal proceedings: against British Petroleum, perpetrator of the world’s worst environmental oil disaster; against General Motors, the automaker that manufactured — then covered up — a defective ignition switch that caused the death of drivers and injured many more; and against pharmaceutical companies in various product liability actions, including Bayer, Johnson & Johnson, Boehringer Ingelheim, Pfizer and GlaxoSmithKline.
. 

Media Contact: 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Gaspare J. Marturano  P: 203-8400-80005652 E: gaspare@venturalaw.com 
Ventura Law - www.venturalaw.com - 203.800.8000.
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