Michael Hektoen Backgrounder

Michael Hektoen, a US citizen, former New York City resident for 28 years is now a Canadian Landed Immigrant.  He has worked with some of the top names in entertainment. Michael's experience includes: entertainment management, major recording facilities owner-operator, record producer, songwriter, capital formation, marketing, publicity, independent label owner and financial marketing services. 

Mr. Hektoen was the founder and president of Domino Media, Inc., a publicly traded NASDAQ company. He has implemented targeted acquisitions including Media Sound Studios located in NYC. As a top of the line facility, every major record label frequently used Media Sound including: SONY, EMI, BMG, UNIVERSAL and WARNER. Domino Media served leading Advertising Agencies and ‘Jingle’ Houses. Clients included virtually every major Artist including: Barbra Streisand, Guns & Roses, Luther Vandross, Ray Charles, Rolling Stones, Aretha Franklin, Madonna, Aerosmith, Tina Turner, Whitney Houston and Mariah Carey.

Feature Films and Broadway soundtrack productions including: Fame, Dirty Dancing, Sesame Street, Children’s Television Workshop and Dream Girls were produced, recorded or mixed at Media Sound.

Mr. Hektoen has created new music opportunities with many industry legends including John Hammond. Mr. Hammond was the music industry premier "Talent Finder". His credited "Talent Finds" included: Benny Goodman, Billie Holiday, Count Basie, Aretha Franklin, Bruce Springsteen, Bob Dylan, Stevie Ray Vaughn and Alberta Hunter. Further, Michael collaborated with multiple Industry recognized professionals including: Jimmy Destri, singer songwriter and member of Blondie, Danny Goldberg, former president of Warner Music, Atlantic Records, Mercury Records and now Americas leading independent label, Artemus Records.  

Mr. Hektoen has Produced or Executive Produced Billboard Magazine international hits such as "You and Me Tonight" by Aurra, the # 1 hit "Fall Down" by Tramaine Hawkins and the number # 1 double jazz CD entitled a "Musical Tribute to Thelonius Monk" featuring over 10 world renowned Musical Performers. He co-executive produced The Martin Luther King, Jr., Memorial CD. The CD was created to raise funds for the MLK, Jr. National Monument Fund.

His various companies managed or provided business expertise to Artist’s including: Kool & The Gang, The Manhattans, Stevie Washington and Slave, Michael Kamen, Michael Butler (Producer of Hair). Mr. Hektoen, is the Music Partner of Snowboard.Com www.snowbord.com  [generates over 88,000,000 page views per month] the world’s largest online ‘Community’ of snowboarders with over 600,000 members, co-owner of ThorToen Records www.thorcentral.com a Heavy Metal Record Label (distributed by Smog Veil Records www.smogveil.com, Partner with H Records and Management distributed by Universal Music, Executive Producer and Manager of NewSchool www.newschoolonline.com  one of Canada’s hottest new musical groups and advisor to writer-producers The BananaToons www.bananatoons.com and SA Trackworks www.satrackworks.com  who have collectively sold over 30 Million records, and have written and/or produced artists' including Jessica Simpson, 98 Degrees, The Corrs, Stacie Orrico, O Town, Laura Pausini (they won Dance Single Of the Year at the 2004 SOCAN Awards), and Kelly Rowland's #1 hit single, "Stole".  He is also an advisor to New On The Charts www.NOTC.com , a leading Music Industry information publication. 

Mr. Hektoen received the Institute of Mass Marketing Award for Excellence in Marketing. He has made a significant contribution to the Music Industry having earned over 45 Gold and Platinum Records as certified by the Recording Industry Association of America RIAA for sales in the United States. He has earned over 60 Gold and Platinum Records for sales of records outside of the United States and 22 Ampex Golden Reel Awards.  

Michael received an Award for his continuous support and participation from Distributive Education, an organization of Teachers bringing real life experiences and training to High School students. He received a special Gold Album Plaque from the Armed Forces Network “GodSquad” founder Monsignor Harry Schlitt for sponsoring over 500 non-denominational radio programs using contemporary music to bring positive messages to a worldwide audience of military personnel.  Also, Mr. Hektoen received a special recognition Gold Plaque from Alpha Phi Alpha in connection with his support and for Executive Producing a Memorial CD to raise funds for the Dr. Martin Luther King Memorial in Washington, DC.  

In July of 2004, Mr. Hektoen started working with a group of publicly traded companies in the mining-metals and energy business. These companies (view all companies www.goldplatinumgroup.com) are operated independently but substantially are under the direction of their CEO-Founder-Harry Barr.   Mr. Hektoen created a marketing program incorporating existing services of several third party technology and information companies into a cohesive marketing solution to generate an effective flow of information resulting in an increased “across the board” company awareness.  Communication efforts will increase in 2005.
In 2005, Mr. Hektoen founded ToenWave Ventures Limited (TW), an entertainment-communications investment firm. The Company completed its first round of financing and is in the process of second round financing via a public offering. TW will be moving into new headquarters May 1, 2005.  The facility will include a state of the art “in-house” recording-HDTV production facility, record label, radio tracking and a multi-media technology/marketing enterprise. 
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