
The lead industry, represented by the International Lead Association 
(ILA), is committed to the safe production and use of lead, to the  

 
 

operations on the environment. 

ILA members subscribe to a set of principles embodied in the  
Lead Action 21 Charter*. In the spirit of that Charter, a series of  
Guidance Notes has been produced to help inform employers and 

General Information for  
Managers and Workers

Working safely with lead – Guidance Note 1

Aim of the Guidance Note
This guidance note provides information to help workers 
protect themselves and help employers minimise the risk 
of occupational exposure to lead.

Personal protective equipment (PPE) in use at a smelter, Canada

Safety signage, Colombia



When are workers  
most at risk?

 

 
exposure include: 

operations 

 

What are the effects of lead  
exposure?

found in the blood, soft tissues and bones. 

 

 
 

mental confusion, coma, convulsions or even death.

What measures should an employer 
take to protect workers?

should be assessed on the particular conditions that  

lead compounds, dust, fume or vapour, employers must 

needed to provide protection.  

  
apply to the majority of lead exposure scenarios: 

Engineering and Ventilation Controls
 

 
 

are unavoidable sources of emissions. 

 

 

 
 

controls may require treatment, to minimise toxic  

Workplace Cleaning
 

 Filter Plant (Baghouse), Colombia



Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
  Where an assessment of the production area has  

indicated the need for PPE, employers should consider 
 

may include disciplinary measures. 

must also be maintained.

 

Personal Hygiene 

  -  

 -
 -  
 -  

  -

 

  -

 

  -

off site. 

 Blood lead monitoring

there is a potential for lead exposure. 

or accredited laboratories, should be used to measure 
blood lead levels.  

more frequently.

 

Tapping the furnace with the appropriate PPE, Australia

exposure limit deemed to be safe (please refer to the rel

 

  If the safe threshold is exceeded then more prescriptive 

exposure, or removed from the lead environment entirely. 

Damping down the work area with a hose, UK



Additional information

These websites have useful information on work-
place health and safety.
 
National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health

Occupational Safety and Health Administration. 

California Department of Public Health

International Lead Management Center  

 

Priority checklist for  

managers and workers
  

 

 

 occupational lead exposure.

 and lead free.
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Disclaimer
The statements and content supplied in this document are for information 

 
 

requirements applicable to you or your company. The International Lead  

reliance on the statements made or information contained in this document.
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