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Wednesday 13 March 2013
For Immediate release  

Highland union learners to receive awards 
On Tuesday (19 March) trade unions and learning partners from across the Highlands and Islands will gather in Inverness to celebrate 10 years of union learning in the region.  
Scottish Union Learning are organising the Highlands & Islands Union Learning Awards to showcase the numerous achievements of individual learners and Union Learning Reps (ULRs) since the STUC first established a union learning office in Inverness in 2003.  
The event, to be held at Inverness College UHI, will also recognise local employers and learning providers who have demonstrated their commitment to supporting lifelong learning in the workplace.
In keeping with the theme of the evening, catering students at the college will prepare and serve the celebration dinner for the 60 guests.
Grahame Smith, STUC General Secretary, said: 
“In the last decade, Scottish Union Learning in partnership with trade unions and Highlands & Islands Union Learning Reps, have helped thousands of workers across the region access learning opportunities. 
“In the last four years, the Highlands & Islands Learning Fund, which was established in 2009, has supported over 140 courses benefiting over 1200 learners.
“This is making a real difference to people’s lives, providing them with the chance to attain skills and qualifications which improve their employability.”  

Sylvia O’Grady, Lifelong Learning Manager for Scottish Union Learning, said: 

“It is appropriate on the 10th anniversary of the establishment of Scottish Union Learning in the Highlands & Islands to also recognise the contribution of employers and providers who have worked in partnership with us to overcome the challenges of bringing learning to remote areas and to diverse workplaces.”  

David Hosey, Vice-Principal, Inverness College UHI, said: 

“Inverness College UHI is about finding inspirational ways to help individuals reach their full potential. We value partnership working highly in pursuit of this vision, and recognise the fantastic work done through Scottish Union Learning.”  

ENDS
Photo Opportunity

The awards will be presented at a Red Carpet Event at Inverness College on Tuesday, 19 March at 9:00 pm.  The recipients will be available for photographs/comments.  Photos can be also be requested by contacting Pam Urquhart on 07702 836 481.
Notes for editors
· Scottish Union Learning is part of the STUC, which first established a union learning office in Inverness in 2003, with a dedicated staff member to support unions develop union-led learning in the Highlands and Islands.

· The Scottish Government allocated £1.4m for union-led learning initiatives to Scottish Union Learning from April 2011 to March 2012.  A total of £415,014 from the European Social Fund (ESF) is also in place to support Scottish Union Learning’s work in the Highlands &Island from April 2011 until March 2014.   
· Scottish Union Learning works in partnership with trade unions to drive forward workplace learning in Scotland.

· Scottish Union Learning administers the Development and Learning Funds, which are supported by the Scottish Government and the European Social Fund.
· Unions and Union Learning Reps provide learning and skills support to many of the 632,000 trade unionists in Scotland who are affiliated to the STUC.  
For further information please contact:
Pam Urquhart, Development Officer

Scottish Union Learning

Tel: 01463 248 905

in the Highlands and Islands

Mob: 07702 836 481

Email: purquhart@stuc.org.uk
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