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THIS SPREAD: Trailing smoke, the B-17G Sally B limps back to base—sort of. To play the famous Memphis Belle in the
movie of the same name, Sally B received an attachment that lets her make smoke at will. PHOTO BY JOE RAZES
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Chapter One • BATTLEFIELD IN THE SKY

5 Introduction Unprepared for war of any kind, 1940s
America reluctantly faced a new reality: war was coming, and
it was going to be decided by modern air power. By Eric Ethier

6 American Warbirds over Europe  The most common
and important planes in the battle with Germany and Italy.

12 American Air Forces across the Atlantic
Map by David Deis

Chapter Two • FLYING THROUGH THE FLAK

13 Introduction 1940s air technology seemed to offer
a shortcut to victory. But staggering losses in America’s air
command told a different story. By Brian John Murphy

14 Anatomy of a Bomb Mission Follow the daring
men of America’s heavy bombers through the routines and risks

of a mission over Europe. By Drew Ames

24 Raid in Ruins Ploesti was Hitler’s oil supply, so it
had to burn. In August 1943, 179 American bombers set out to
do the job. A third of them would never return. By Jay A. Stout

32 Fall of the Mighty Eighth Dozens of B-17s crashed
to earth in the summer and fall of 1943 as the Eighth Air Force

learned hard lessons about bombing Germany. By Brian John Murphy

42 Flying Forts Photographs by Joe Razes

50 Flak be Damned! German guns blazed at the fat,
unarmed planes lumbering over Holland. But the US
315th Troop Carrier had troops to drop, and it wasn’t

turning back. By George F. Cholewczynski

56 Thunderbolts versus Tigers German Tiger Tanks
were invincible—or so some people said. It took a clunky, heavy,

jug-shaped fighter to prove them wrong. By Robert F. Dorr

64 Rating the Guardians A comparison of US fighters
used as bomber escorts and the Messerschmitt Bf 109G-6 fighter.

Chapter Three • YANK FLYBOYS IN THE ETO

65 Introduction The men of America’s mightiest air
armada were on their way to good times in England—and terror

in Europe’s Axis-owned skies. By Brian John Murphy

66 Worn with Pride A gallery of American bomber jackets.

72 Shot Down! When your plane was knocked
from the sky by flak or bullets, reaching the ground alive

was your first worry. Then came a new challenge:
avoiding capture. By Eric Ethier

76 On Base with the Yanks There was a time
when England was filled with American air bases, roaring
aircraft, and young men on the adventure of their lives.
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Chapter Four • HEROES OF THE AIR

85 Introduction The Americans fighting in the air over
Europe didn’t set out to become heroes. But the constant danger
of their mission gave them plenty of opportunities. By Eric Ethier

86 Flying Stars America’s army air force flyers more
than proved their mettle in Europe’s flak- and bullet-filled skies.
Here are some outstanding examples. By Brian John Murphy

92 In their own Words Personal stories of US Army
Air Force veterans who fought for victory and survival in the skies
over Europe. From the archives of America in WWII magazine

96 Parting Shot The Morning Visit.
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