THE ROCKETS' Excerpt From Chapter 4.07
RED GLARE The Mall of America, Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN
Friday - June 25

At the moment dirty bombs were going off in Washington and Orlando, and two terrorists
were dying in Chicago, thwarted in their mission, there were 36,482 people in the mall. About a
guarter of them were within the intended blast radius of the bomb vest.

At that moment in The Mall of America, all those people were going about their lives,
oblivious to the events, to their danger, shopping or working or just having fun.

And at that moment in The Mall of America, nothing happened.

Their bomb was in the FBI radiation forensics lab instead of on Mervat Saad, standing
with the crowds in front of Macy’s, waiting to martyr himself.

Their cesium was safely in a storage container instead of contaminating a million square
feet of some of the most densely populated floor space in America.

Nothing happened at The Mall of America, and no one realized it.
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