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International Pairs World Finals at Machrihanish Dunes, October 7 – 10, 2013

Swing by Swing Play-Off Between Spain and Britain 

During the International Pair World Finals at Machrihanish Dunes, tension levels peaked during a play-off between the Spanish team of Manuel Hernandez Gonzalez (2) and Manuel Sanchez Varela (11) and the British team of Stuart Stamps (9) and Marcus Law (5).  

Marcus Law powered a superb drive over the hills down the left, cutting the corner beautifully and was rewarded with an eagle putt on the tenth green as his ball came to rest, 18 inches off the pin. His partner Stuart Stamps stepped up onto the elevated tee and hit a very good drive down the left side, coming up just short and right of the green. 

The reaction of the spectators around the green and comments from those players around the tee left the Spanish team under no illusion that they were now under serious pressure. Manuel Sanchez Valera followed the English pairing with an excellent drive and almost reached the green, only stopping short due to a steep bank on the left. His partner Manuel Hernandez Gonzales swept the ball away and hit a mammoth drive straight onto the 10th green, finishing twelve feet further on from Marcus Law’s golf ball.

It was not looking good for Spain with England looking to make a solid birdie – and with a single putt could surely mean eagle and game over with England as the new winners.  Varela and Stamps both played, and chipped up onto the green to leave Gonzalez with a very tough downhill putt for eagle and to possibly save the hole. Gonzalez hit the putt with confidence, only to see the ball literally cross the lip of the hole and come to rest four feet away.

Law steps up for his eagle putt to win, and after preparing for his putt, Law addressed the ball and you could hear a pin drop in anticipation when suddenly, without warning, he pulled away and then asked, “if anyone saw his ball move?” 

No one seemed to be able to confirm either way, no one made any comment to the player, other than one of the organisers who said, “yes, I saw it move.” 

Without conferring further and without discussing the matter with the referees, Law to his credit, called a penalty on himself.  Clearly troubled, he proceeded to slide the ball past the hole for his birdie and the par was conceded. Incredibly, all three of the other players then proceeded to miss their birdie putts and the two teams picked up and moved on to the next hole. 

The eleventh hole proved much more straightforward for all the players, with the Spaniards hitting two very solid drives to within chipping distance of the well-protected green that slopes viciously from right to left, toward the rough below. 





The English players were in good shape and had to play first with Stuart Stamps approach shot overshooting the green and stopping at the back, while Laws was left on the upper tier of the green, leaving a nasty 15 foot downhill putt to stay in the game as the Spanish pairing prepared to play. 

Both the Spanish players chipped well and left their balls on the lower level of the green, where the pin had been placed in an almost impossible position. England’s Stamps proceeded to make a great recovery, but not good enough to leave him with a simple putt.  Laws kept his concentration, making it down onto the lower tier, just missed going into the hole for Birdie, and instead saw the ball speed past, leaving him with a six foot uphill putt for Par.

All that was needed was for Gonzalez and Valera to win was a safe putt out for par, which they did with ease. The jubilant Spanish pairing could not believe their good fortune at winning by one shot.  Stuart Stamps was consoling a very distraught Marcus Law. Both teams were well deserved and an absolute delight to watch in the play-off.  The Spanish team were gracious in their celebrations and congratulated the English team on their performance. 

The consensus of all in attendance was that Marcus Law underlined the honesty and beauty of the game as he conducted himself with sportsmanship and he is a credit to club, country and the amateur game of golf.
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