[image: image1.jpg]





Voice Overs Are Big Business!

Today, advances in technology are making it easy for experienced voice actors and newcomers to work from the comfort of home! 

With basic professional skill, some industry know-how, and a commitment to success, you too can become part of this exciting field!

These five steps from the experts at Voice Coaches will help you jump start your voice over career, and help you avoid costly mistakes!

1.  Avoid A “Break In”

Steer clear of “learn to break in,” “get rich quick” hype!  Building long-term success as a Voice Actor begins by recognizing that the voice over field is a business.

Look for opportunities to continually learn about the field and work to develop the skills that will define you as a true professional.  Remember, just like in any other business, Voice Over is a field in which professionals count on other professionals to provide a service that requires knowledge and skill.

By avoiding the “break in” mentality, you’ll save yourself time, avoid costly scams, and remain focused on developing long-term success.
2.  Make A Plan
Face it, it’s tough to achieve success without a goal, and it’s tough to achieve a goal without a plan.  When it comes to Voice Acting, creating a plan for success will help set you apart from the competition and define you as a true professional.

New business owners from pizza makers to dry cleaners rely on a basic business plan to guide them, step-by-step, in building success.  

When it comes to voice overs, YOU are the business owner!

Creating your voice over business plan is easy!  Begin by setting a goal.  This might be something you’d like to achieve in the next six months.  Once you’ve set that goal, begin to create a set of steps that you’ll take to reach your goal.  Steps might include reading a book, paying closer attention to the voice overs you hear every day, or enrolling in a class or training program.  What’s most important is that you do a little something every day to move toward your goal.

This combination of a goal and the steps you will take to reach that goal is your plan for success.

3. Know Your Part

Practically any profession requires basic skill and job knowledge.  Keep in mind that the Voice Over field is no different.  Just like employers in any other profession, casting directors, talent agents, and clients in our field will expect you to demonstrate professional skill level as a voice actor.  Remember, long-term success is not as simple as having a great voice and a demo.  Long-term success requires demonstrating job knowledge and skill.

The good news: there are three basic skills that every professional voice actor should bring to a recording session.  With these skills in mind, you can start your skill building today!

A. Proficiency at Reading Aloud

As a professional voice actor, strong ability to read unfamiliar material expressively and under direction is critical.   You won’t always have an opportunity to get familiar with the text prior to recording. 

Develop skill by regularly reading unfamiliar material aloud.  Newspapers and magazines are great resources as the columns are small, making the reading more challenging.   The more you practice, the better you’ll become.

B. Taking Direction

Production professionals count on their voice actors to effectively apply direction.  There are two primary methods of direction to become familiar with.  In descriptive direction, adjectives and other descriptive terms relating to volume and pace are used to direct the voice actor.  In demonstrative direction, the producer will read a section of the copy to demonstrate the intended delivery.

C. Creative Approach 

Good voice actors play an active role in creatively interpreting their script or copy.  In addition to solid professional reading skill and confidence working with direction, your creative approach to what you are reading can be the difference between limited success and long-term success.  Always ask yourself how YOU think the copy should sound.  Never execute a flat, disinterested read, even in a practice read through.  Remember, you are a voice ACTOR! Look for words to emphasize, places to pause, and opportunities to fluctuate the pitch and volume of your voice.  Just remember, despite the importance of your own creative approach, always defer to the direction you are given.

4. Showcase Your Skill


Once you’ve developed skill and determined your individual strengths and interests as a voice actor, you’ll want to represent and market your voice at its best with a professional demo.  Traditional demos are typically comprised of two tracks, each between a minute and a minute and a half in length.

Your commercial track should represent your unique strengths and interests in commercial reading.  Always focus on areas where your voice is at its absolute best.  If variety is your strength, then show it. If on the other hand you are best within a smaller, more specific range, stick to that range.  Instead of entire scripts, demonstrate several short excerpts from a variety of material.  Be sure to avoid using national brand and product names in any of the pieces on your demo unless you have actually done that work!

Your narrative track will represent your strengths in non-commercial reading. Since as much as 90% of all available voice over work is non-commercial, a narrative track is critical to a demo.  Examples can include training material, audio books, gaming, documentary material, historical or travel pieces, museum tours, or even phone system messaging.  Again, it’s important to stick to your strengths!  Though your narrative demo should remain short, it should showcase longer excerpts; therefore there will typically be fewer pieces of material represented.  In addition to demonstrating your voice strengths, the longer pieces on your narrative demo will showcase your ability to remain consistent, an important component in long-form reading.
· Use technology to your advantage!  Create mp3 versions of your demos that can be shared by email when appropriate.  Better yet, place your demos online and make them available through a link you provide.  This will help your demo avoid the recycle bin or trash!

· Update your resume.  As a voice actor, your demo acts as your resume.  Regularly update your demo to reflect increased skill, or to show off new professional work you’ve done.

5. Deliver The Goods!

Today more than ever before, voice actors are building great success without ever leaving home!  Advances in technology allow voice actors to accomplish professional quality recordings with basic equipment that’s affordable and easy to use.  Remember, it’s important that the audio you deliver is high quality and consistent.  It’s also important that your home recording gear functions the way it should when you need it to!

- David Bourgeois

President & Creative Director

Voice Coaches
About Voice Coaches:

Voice Coaches (www.voicecoaches.com) is an industry leader in voice evaluation, one-on-one training, and demo development.  Our full time professional team, international network of affiliate studios, and commitment to ethics in education offer Voice Coaches clients exceptional quality in service.  Learn more about the voice over field, get voice over news updates, and access complimentary training resources at Voicecoaches.com

About Voicebox1: 
Voicebox1 (www.voicebox1.com) is an online voiceover website  that provides a forum that matches qualified voice actors with clients looking for the top voice talent in the industry. The company's hallmark is their  10 point evaluation process performed in partnership with Voicecoaches, a professional and established voice coaching company.  All voice talent represented on the  website must be evaluated and meet professional  standards prior to participation.  Its unique evaluation process sets them apart from other online voiceover websites. Voicebox1 is based in the Metro-Detroit area in Oakland County, Rochester Hills, Michigan.
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