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Eddie Smith Named Recipient of Cotton Grower Achievement Award
Floydada, TX producer named 44™ winner of the annual honor.

LUBBOCK, TX (December 2, 2013) — Eddie Smith, a Floydada, Texas, cotton producer, has been selected
as the 44" recipient of the Cotton Grower Achievement Award.

The Cotton Grower Achievement Award — organized and managed by Cotton Grower magazine and
sponsored by Case IH and Deltapine — recognizes and honors growers who are outstanding innovators,
sound stewards of the environment, and leaders in their communities as well as the cotton industry.

Smith was recognized by his peers and the cotton industry Monday, December 2, 2013 at an event held
in his honor at the Overton Hotel and Convention Center in Lubbock.

“The cotton industry has a rich tradition of strong leaders who help guide the continued growth and
promotion of the industry and who work tirelessly to protect and improve cotton’s interests
domestically and around the world,” said Beck Barnes, senior editor of Cotton Grower Magazine. “Eddie
has given his time and counsel to individuals and organizations at all levels of the industry for many
years. We're excited to welcome him to the prestigious list of recipients of this annual award.”

Following graduation from Texas Tech University in 1973 with a bachelor’s degree in agricultural
economics, Smith began farming full-time. Today, he and his family maintain a cotton, cattle and grain
operation near Floydada. Since first serving on the County Committee of Floyd County ASC in 1984,
Smith has dedicated himself to bettering his community, his country and his industry and is a respected
leader in the cotton industry on the state and national levels.

He served as National Cotton Council (NCC) chairperson in 2010 and vice chairperson for 2009, and has
been a member of numerous NCC committees, including its Environmental Task Force. He was elected
to the board of directors of Plains Cotton Cooperative Association (PCCA) in 1984 and has served as
PCCA Chairman since 2004. He is also a director of Floydada Cooperative Gin.

In addition, Smith is a past chairman and long-time director of Cotton Incorporated, and has served as
that organization’s treasurer, secretary and vice chairman. He also was a member of the Blue Ribbon
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Farm Bill Committee of the National Council of Farmer Cooperatives and served as vice chairman of its
Trade Working Group. He was also a director of the Texas Agricultural Cooperative Council.

To learn more about Smith’s story and the Cotton Grower Achievement Award, see the January 2014
issue of Cotton Grower Magazine or visit www.cotton247.com.
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About Cotton Grower: Cotton Grower is a time-honored brand among the 30,000+ growers and allied
crop consultants, ginners, suppliers and others who untied to make the United States a leading cotton
producer for the world. The magazine provides a unique mix of content geared to help growers achieve
high yields, production efficiency and marketing success — all essential to today’s sophisticated cotton
operations. Cotton Grower also publishes special reports, generates online content and presents special
events and industry initiatives that help keep U.S. cotton growers globally competitive.

About Meister Media Worldwide: Meister Media Worldwide, headquartered in Willoughby, Ohio,
provides integrated media solutions for worldwide specialized agriculture. A leader in the industry, the
company provides information and networking opportunities to global markets, including fruits and
citrus, vegetables, cotton, ornamental horticulture, precision agriculture, plant protection and Latin
American agriculture. Founded in 1932, Meister Media Worldwide now produces 13 regular magazines,
along with eNewsletters and more than 20 websites, as well as trade shows and exchange events. In
addition, Meister produces custom print products, web development, videos and strategic business
development services. Contact us at www.meistermedia.com.



