Hi there! This document includes some basic information to help you write about the Mass Explained App. Don't hesitate to contact me if you need more information or would like to conduct an interview (contact info at the bottom).

About the author: Dan González

An event taking place over 20 years ago and over 1,400 miles away led me on a journey that has culminated in the Mass Explained App
I was born a cradle Catholic and went to public school and, admittedly, didn’t know too much about my faith. After graduating high-school, I went to pursue a degree at a design school in Providence, RI, and attended a non-denominational Bible study group. Gradually, the group revealed to me that they accepted all denominations but one.

They pointed to verse after verse proving to me that Catholicism was wrong and unbiblical. I couldn’t defend my faith and didn’t have any answers. After not wanting to abandon my faith for theirs, my Bible study friends gradually disowned me. In retrospect, this was the best thing that could have ever happened.

This event in 1989 lit a fire under me. I made a promise to myself to get to the bottom of my faith. I started with a blank slate and asked God to show me the truth. I read every book I could get my hands on. First up, the Bible, twice. The Catechism. Aquinas. Luther. Zwingli. Calvin. Knox. Augustine. Merton. Lewis. Chesterton. Brown. Hahn. Wright. Crossan and more. Through the Spirit, I came to see that Catholicism IS Biblical Christianity. The Mass, the Liturgy, the Sacraments, the Saints, Marian devotion, the Papacy—this is what the Bible teaches.

After graduating college and moving back to Miami, I became involved in several groups: YAMI (Young Adult Ministry Institute), The Lay Ministry Program in the Archdiocese of Miami, St. Brendan’s Young Adult Group, Catholic Scripture Program at St. Thomas University and I lead a Bible Study program at my parish.

I also became involved with Amor En Acción (Love in Action), a lay Catholic missionary organization. Through Amor en Acción, I have been able to travel several times to the Dominican Republic to work with the youth and elderly. It has been very impactful.

My experience with these groups revealed a need for catechesis—especially in the area of liturgy. As the Church teaches, the Mass is the source and summit of our faith:

"The liturgy is the summit toward which the activity of the Church is directed; at the same time it is the font from which all her power flows. For the aim and object of apostolic works is that all who are made sons of God by faith and baptism should come together to praise God in the midst of His Church, to take part in the sacrifice, and to eat the Lord’s supper."

(Vat. II Const. on Liturgy Sacrosanctum Concilium, nn. 10)

Many Catholics are easily stupefied (as I was) by groups who play Bible Bingo—that is to take passages out of their proper historical context, and use them to persuade Catholics to leave their faith. One of their prime targets is the Mass.

Objections to the liturgy often take the form of:


•
Christ died once and for all, he does not have to be sacrificed again.


•
The priest is just a man, how can he claim to be Jesus?


•
Catholics believe God is a piece of bread?


•
The Bible forbids repetitious prayer and it seems the Catholic Mass is full of them.


•


Even a cursory understanding of the Catholic Mass, however, will show that these allegations are merely misunderstandings. My preliminary research into the Mass quickly revealed the answers to these common objections. But more importantly, it opened my eyes to the beauty and majesty of the Mass. I was awe-struck by its rock-solid, unwavering core, and its gradually-evolving sublime face. Amen, Kyrie Eleison and Agnus Dei—the Mass is a virtual tour of tongues and time-frames. The Hebrews, Greeks and Romans have all pressed their thumbprints into the liturgy.

It is my hopes that the Mass Explained App will be the seed that falls on good soil, it could be the spark that sets a person on fire for God and His Church.

About the App: MassExplained
The Catholic Mass is the source and summit of our Faith, but few are aware of what it all means. While cradle Catholics may know the prayers and responses said in the liturgy, many do not know their significance or historical development.

As the title suggests, the Mass Explained iPad app is a multimedia journey through the Catholic Mass — more specifically, the Ordinary Form of the Roman Rite—the Mass with which most Catholics are familiar. It explores the roots of each section of the liturgy with its unique prayers and gestures. Packed with scriptural references, quotes from the Church Fathers, the Catechism and excerpts from councils and encyclicals, the publication is scholarly yet totally approachable and thoroughly entertaining.

In addition to the hundreds of photographs, drawings, charts and graphs that make for a visually stunning user experience, the Mass Explained iPad app contains several interactive elements including:

Artistic Slideshows: The works of the great masters as well as those of lesser known artists help illustrate the evolution of the Roman Catholic Mass.

Immersive Panoramas: Feel like you are there. The Mass Explained app abounds in stunning panoramic images of towering cathedrals, inspiring pilgrimage sites and ancient historic excavations all influential in the development of the liturgy. Tap on the panorama button and a full-screen image will load. Freely navigate the 360° space by swiping in any direction. Pinching will zoom in and out.

Interactive Maps: Explore possible Emmaus sites, follow Paul's missionary journeys, discover where saintly remains are venerated today.

Three Dimensional Objects: Take a 6th century Byzantine cross for a spin. Both sides of the coin reveal the Mercury Dime's association with the Mass.

Captivating Audio: Prayers in Hebrew, Greek, Latin and English as well as chants and other liturgical music take center stage in the Mass Explained app.

Enlightening Video: Often incorporating 3D animations, the videos in the Mass Explained app shed light on various aspects of the Roman Catholic liturgy.

Intuitive Navigation: Pilot the app through gestures, buttons or drop-down menus. Which you decide to use is your personal choice.

Scalable Images: "God is in the detail." Explore the intricacies of medieval illuminations and marvel at the brushwork of the great masters. To show the rich detail, select paintings in the Mass Explained app have a "pinch to zoom" icon. Tap once on the orange icon and it will vanish indicating that the painting has been engaged. Pinch anywhere on the image to zoom. Pan with a single finger. Once done, double tap on the image. The painting will scale back to its original size and the orange icon will reappear.

Trustworthy Scholarship: Reviewed by priests and scholars, the app is faithful to the Magisterium. Supplemental information that helps explain and expand the principal text may be accessed by tapping on underlined words in orange. The pop up window may have one or multiple slides. Clicking a close box will dismiss the window.

What is the book app about?
As the title suggests, it is a look at the Catholic Mass. More specifically, the Ordinary Form of the Roman Rite. While the 300 page book app frequently references the Extraordinary Form of the Roman Rite (the Latin Mass) as well as the Orthodox liturgy and other rites, it's focus is on the Mass with which most Catholics are familiar.

Does the app include the 2011 reforms to the liturgy?
Yes, the app incorporates the latest instruction and guidelines for the liturgy that has been disseminated by the USCCB.

What's so unique about this book app?
The Catholic Church has been blessed with a vast inheritance of paintings, sculptures, vessels, vestments, churches, cathedrals and sacred sites. While nothing can compare to actually witnessing these objects first-hand and visiting the locations in person, a full-color reproduction will give a closer representation than would a black and white photo, or a lengthy description.

Studies have shown that the majority of the population are visual learners. Representing information with images allows them to focus on meaning, make better use of their visual memory and recall the presented information easier. The author took these findings into consideration when writing and designing the app.

The Mass Explained app contains several hundred photographs, drawings charts, maps, graphs and tables. None of them gratuitous—each chosen to help support and illustrate the text.

 The added benefit of so many images is that they help create a visually stunning publication that is as informative as it is a joy to read. A book does no good when it is sitting on a shelf. This "book" invites the reader to learn more about the beauty and history of the sacred liturgy.

Why Volume I? Is there a Volume II?
The Roman Catholic Mass can be divided into four parts: the Introductory Rites, the Liturgy of the Word, the Liturgy of the Eucharist and the Concluding Rites. This first volume tackles the first two parts of the Mass. A second volume will follow that will address the last two sections of the Mass. Because of file size and download time, it was best to split this project in two rather than sacrifice content to bring down file size.

Visit www.MassExplainedApp.com to see screenshots, read excerpts and watch a video demonstration.

Links

Mass Explained Website

http://www.massexplainedapp.com   
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Dan Gonzalez

Email: dan@ampersandmiami.com

Cell: 305-206-1047

Slideshow:

Through an engaging slideshow, learn how the Hebrew people ended up enslaved in Egypt.

Video:

Learn about the Passover Seder and how Jesus deviated from the prescribed prayers at the Last Supper.

3D image: (01.jpg)

Take a virtual visit of the Jewish Herodian Temple which was destroyed by the Romans in 70 AD.

Music:

Hear captivating liturgical music samples ranging from Gregorian Chant to Baroque compositions.

Panorama (001.jpg):

Take a 360 degree tour of the Aula Palatina—also called The Basilica of Constantine—in Trier, Germany. This magnificent building was constructed by the emperor Constantine at the beginning of the 4th century.

