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More Artists Announced and Box Office Now Open  

MAKE IT BIG 
The New York Pops 31st Birthday Gala  

Monday, April 28, 2014 
 

                                                           

 

                               

 
 

                                

 

THE NEW YORK POPS AND MUSIC DIRECTOR STEVEN REINEKE TO HONOR  
MARC SHAIMAN, SCOTT WITTMAN, and PAUL J. MASSEY, JR. 

 

Featuring guest artists 
NIKKI BLONSKY, CHRISTIAN BORLE, KERRY BUTLER, WILL CHASE, LINDA HART, 

CAPATHIA JENKINS, JANE KRAKOWSKI, RICKI LAKE, JENIFER LEWIS,  
PATTI LUPONE, ANDREA MARTIN, KATHARINE MCPHEE, MARTIN SHORT,  

MARISSA JARET WINOKUR, and more! 
 

7:00 PM – Gala Concert at Carnegie Hall 
8:30 PM – Dinner Dance at Mandarin Oriental New York 

 
NEW YORK, NY – On Monday, April 28, 2014, The New York Pops marks its 31st birthday with a grand gala 
evening celebrating the work of composer, lyricist, and arranger Marc Shaiman and director, lyricist, and writer 
Scott Wittman, as well as the leadership and mentorship work of corporate honoree Paul J. Massey, Jr., 
CEO and Founding Partner of Massey Knakal Realty Services. Gala Co-Chairs include Neil Heilberg, Todd 
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Korren, William C. Montana, and James A. Read. Serving as Honorary Co-Chairs for the event are stars 
Matthew Broderick, Debra Messing, and Sarah Jessica Parker. 
 
The event begins at 7:00 PM with a concert at Carnegie Hall, featuring a spectacular lineup of guest artists 
under the baton of Music Director Steven Reineke, featuring highlights from the work of Marc Shaiman and 
Scott Wittman. In addition to Christian Borle, Capathia Jenkins, Jane Krakowski, Patti LuPone, Andrea 
Martin, and Martin Short, who were previously announced, performers will include Nikki Blonsky, Ricki 
Lake, Katharine McPhee, and Marissa Jaret Winokur, who will be making their Carnegie Hall debuts, as well 
as Kerry Butler, Will Chase, Linda Hart, and Jenifer Lewis. Additional artists will be announced at a later 
date.  
 
The celebration will also feature Broadway Inspirational Voices, Ronald McDonald House® Rockin’ the 
House Band and Singers, Camp Broadway Kids, and Kids On Stage Students. Following the concert, a 
black tie dinner dance will be held at the elegant Mandarin Oriental New York.  
 
An online auction will be held from April 10 to May 1 at www.CharityBuzz.com/NewYorkPops, featuring items 
generously donated by the orchestra’s many friends from the world of arts and entertainment. All gala and 
auction proceeds support the orchestra and its PopsEd programs throughout New York City. 
 
TICKETS 
Single tickets for the concert range from $65 to $158 and are now on sale. To purchase, call CarnegieCharge 
at 212-247-7800, or visit the Carnegie Hall Box Office in person at 57th Street and 7th Avenue or online at 
www.carnegiehall.org. 
 
Tickets to the full gala evening range from $1,250 (concert and dinner seating for one) to $50,000 (premier 
concert seating and dinner table for eight). For more information about the black-tie dinner and dance at the 
Mandarin Oriental New York, call 212-765-7677 or visit www.newyorkpops.org.  
 
PRESS TICKETS 
Contact: Dan Dutcher / Dan Dutcher Public Relations / 917-566-8413 / dan@dandutcherpr.com 
 
ABOUT THE NEW YORK POPS 
The New York Pops is the largest independent pops orchestra in the United States, and the only professional 
symphonic orchestra in New York City specializing in popular music. Led by Music Director Steven Reineke, 
the orchestra performs an annual subscription series and birthday gala at Carnegie Hall. The New York Pops 
was founded by Skitch Henderson in 1983 with a mission to create greater public awareness and appreciation 
of America’s rich musical heritage. The New York Pops is dedicated to lifelong learning, and collaborates with 
public schools, community organizations, children’s hospitals and senior centers throughout the five boroughs 
of New York City. PopsEd allows thousands of New Yorkers of all ages and backgrounds to participate in fully 
customizable music programs that blend traditional education with pure fun. For more information visit 
www.newyorkpops.org and follow on Facebook (facebook.com/newyorkpops) and Twitter (@newyorkpops). 
 
Steven Reineke is the Music Director and Conductor of The New York Pops at Carnegie Hall, Principal Pops 
Conductor of the National Symphony Orchestra at the John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts, and 
Principal Pops Conductor of the Toronto Symphony Orchestra. Mr. Reineke is a frequent guest conductor with 
The Philadelphia Orchestra and has been on the podium with the Boston Pops, The Cleveland Orchestra and 
the Chicago Symphony Orchestra at Ravinia. His extensive North American conducting appearances include 
San Francisco, Houston, Seattle, Edmonton and Pittsburgh. 
 
ABOUT THE HONOREES 
MARC SHAIMAN 
Marc Shaiman composed the music and, with Scott Wittman, co-wrote the lyrics for Hairspray. For their score, 
the pair won Tony and Grammy Awards. They teamed up again on Broadway for Martin Short: Fame Becomes 
Me and Catch Me If You Can (the latter for which Shaiman was a Tony Award nominee for co-orchestrating) 
and most recently they wrote the original musical Charlie and the Chocolate Factory for director Sam Mendes, 
which is currently performing in London's West End. Marc served as an executive producer, and songwriter for 



NBC’s musical drama “Smash.” For their work on “Smash,” Marc and Scott were nominated for two Emmys 
and a Grammy Award for their original songs and received a Golden Globe Nomination for Best 
Musical/Comedy TV series. Marc is a five-time Academy Award nominee for his film scores and original songs 
for Sleepless in Seattle, The First Wives Club, Patch Adams, The American President and South Park: Bigger, 
Longer & Uncut. Marc received an Emmy Award for co-writing Billy Crystal’s Academy Award medleys and he 
was nominated for an Emmy Award for writing on “Saturday Night Live” (the Sweeney Sisters). His 
arrangements for Harry Connick, Jr. and his production of the Hairspray soundtrack brought him two Grammy 
Award nominations each. 
 
SCOTT WITTMAN 
Scott Wittman co-wrote, with Marc Shaiman, the lyrics for the Olivier Award-winning musical Hairspray, for 
which the pair received Tony and Grammy Awards. He also served as an executive producer on the hit film 
starring John Travolta. Scott and Marc teamed up again for Martin Short: Fame Becomes Me, which he also 
directed, and Catch Me If You Can, which received a Tony Award nomination for Best Musical. For their 
original songs on NBC’s musical drama “Smash,” Scott and Marc were nominated for two Emmy Awards, a 
Grammy Award, and a Golden Globe Award. On “Smash” they composed songs for Jennifer Hudson, Uma 
Thurman, Bernadette Peters, and Liza Minnelli. Their original score for the Marilyn Monroe musical Bombshell 
was released on Sony Records. Scott co-wrote the lyrics to Charlie and the Chocolate Factory directed by Sam 
Mendes. For Patti LuPone, Scott created and directed two Broadway shows, three recordings and four sold-out 
Carnegie Hall concerts. With Christine Ebersole, he co-created a string of critically lauded evenings at The 
Carlyle and across the country. At La Mama, Scott conceived and directed Jukebox Jackie starring Justin 
Vivian Bond, Cole Escola, Steel Burkhardt and Bridget Everett. At Joe’s Pub at The Public, Scott directed and 
co-wrote Rock Bottom, also starring Bridget Everett. 
 
PAUL J. MASSEY, JR. 
Paul J. Massey, Jr. is the Chief Executive Officer, and with Robert A. Knakal, a Founding Partner of the New 
York metropolitan area’s premier full service brokerage firm, Massey Knakal Realty Services. In 2007, Mr. 
Massey was honored with the Real Estate Board of New York’s prestigious Louis Smadbeck Memorial Broker 
Recognition Award, which honors a broker whose career distinctions include personal and professional 
integrity, long term leadership and prominence in the brokerage community, and participation on Real Estate 
Board committees. With over 150 employees serving more than 200,000 property owners, Massey Knakal 
Realty Services is ranked New York's #1 investment sales firm in volume for the 12th consecutive year by 
CoStar Group, a national independent tracking agency. With more than $2 billion in annual sales, Massey 
Knakal also ranks as one of the nation's largest privately owned real estate brokerage firms. Services include 
sales brokerage, retail leasing, financing, consulting and investment analysis, professional arbitration and 
valuation. Mr. Massey is an amateur boxer and an avid sailor. He resides in Larchmont, NY with his wife 
Gretchen, son, Paul III, and daughters, Sarah and Greta. 
 

The New York Pops 31st Birthday Gala 
Monday, April 28, 2014 

 
7:00 PM Concert at Carnegie Hall | 57th Street & 7th Avenue 

Black Tie Dinner Dance to Follow Performance at  
Mandarin Oriental New York | 80 Columbus Circle at 60th Street 

 
MUSIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR: Steven Reineke 

MUSICAL HONOREE: Marc Shaiman 
MUSICAL HONOREE: Scott Wittman 

CORPORATE HONOREE: Paul J. Massey, Jr. 
 

BLACK TIE 
 

American Airlines is the official airlines of The New York Pops. 
 

The New York Pops is a not-for-profit corporation supported solely through the generosity of individual donations, institutional grants, 
and concert income. Dates, artists, and programs are subject to change. 

 
Jenifer Lewis photo credit: Camrin William. Patti LuPone photo credit: Ethan Hill. 
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