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S4465 / A6678 For 
AT Licensure and 
Updated AT Practice 
Act in NYS  

How YOU can help: 

Submitting a letter to your local NYS 

legislators and asking others to do the 

same are the best ways to help us lobby 

for our AT Bills! 

We especially need this support from 

physicians, parents, athletic department 

personnel, student-athletes, and 

everyone whose lives have been 

positively affected by a certified athletic 

trainer (AT) - or those who value sports 

safety through appropriate sports 

healthcare! 

For more information, please visit: 

www.gonysata2.org/government-affairs/ 

To advance, encourage and improve 

the profession of athletic training 

(AT) … for the purpose of enhancing 

the quality of health care for the 

physically active in NYS 

NYSATA Contacts: 

Governmental Affairs:    

Christine Jenkins, MS, ATC 

ga@gonysata2.org 

 

President:  

Deanna Errico, PT, DPT, ATC 

president@gonysata2.org 

 

President-Elect:  

Aimee Brunelle, MS, ATC, EMT 

pres-elect@gonysata2.org 

 

Secretary:  

Jarett Rhoads, MSEd, ATC, CSCS 

secretary@gonysata2.org 

 

Treasurer:  

David Byrnes, MS, ATC 

treasurer@goynysata2.org 

 

Public Relations:  

Kristy Hart, MS, ATC, CSCS 

pr@gonysata2.org 

 

Secondary School Committee:  

Paul Lasinski, MS, ATC 

secschool@gonysata2.org 

 
 



What is Athletic Training (AT)? 

 Health care profession recognized by the American 

Medical Association (AMA) since 1991.  

 Encompasses prevention, evaluation, rehabilitation & 

acute care / emergency management of orthopedic 

injuries and activity-related conditions, such as 

concussions, heat illness & skin diseases.  

 Practiced by nationally and state credentialed 

[certified] Athletic Trainers (ATs). 

 ATs collaborate with physicians to optimize activity 

and participation of patients and clients. 

 

 Those who want to become ATs MUST: 

 Earn a minimum of a B.S. from a CAATE-accredited 

AT Educational Program (ATEP) at accredited 

college/university.  www.caate.net 

 Pass a national certification exam through the 

Board of Certification (BOC) www.bocatc.org which  

is also recognized as the credentialing exam in NYS.  

 

 Education for AT Students includes: injury/illness 

prevention & assessment, first aid & emergency care, 

therapeutic modalities & rehabilitation, human & 

anatomy & physiology, pharmacology, pathology, & 

nutrition.   

 Classroom learning is enhanced through clinical 

experiences under the direct supervision of 

certified ATs and other health care providers as 

precepts.  

 >70% of ATs hold at least a master’s degree. 

AT Bill Sponsors*      [updated 3.25.14]     

Senate (Bill S4465) Sponsor:                       
Mark Grisanti (R) District 60* 

 Co-Sponsors:  
Terry Gipson (D-District 41), 
George Latimer (D-District 37),  
Michael Nozzolio (R-District 54), 
Michael Ranzenhofer (R-District 61) 
Cecilia Tkaczyk (D-District 46) 

 
Assembly (A6678) Sponsor:                    
Charles Lavine (D) District 13* 

 Co-Sponsors:  
Didi Barrett (D-District 106),  
Al Graf (R-District 5),  
Barbara Lifton (D-District 125)*,  
David McDonough (R-District 14), 
Michael Montesano (R-District 15),  
Amy Paulin (D-District 88)*,  
James Skoufis (D-District 99),  
Raymond Walter (R-District 146),  
Kenneth Zebrowski (D-District 96),  
 

*Also on Higher Ed Committee 
Senate: www.nysenate.gov/committee/higher-education 
Assembly: assembly.state.ny.us/comm/?sec=mem&id=20 

 

AT Bills S4465 & A6678 

“Why is this update to our practice act needed?” 
 
The current AT legislation is over 20 years old and is out-

dated  -  It doesn’t reflect the evolution of the AT 
profession.  

 
The current language is limiting  -  Terminology needs to 

be updated so that ATs can:  
 Manage sport-related injuries and conditions that 

they are educated and trained to perform, 
including concussions.  

 Work in NYS in the many settings that can benefit 
from the services of ATs and, nationally, have 
been using ATs for years, such as Performing Arts,  
Military, Corporate,  Industrial, NASCAR, Rodeo, 
etc. 

 
The current NYS legislation is ’certification’, not 
licensure.   
 Certification is title protection only and does not 

include protection of duties/skills/scope.   
 Only “certified athletic trainer” is protected, 

whereas “athletic trainer” is not – anyone can 
use this!   

 A non-certified individual attempting to practice 
as an AT could put the public at risk and 
negatively affect the reputation of the AT 
profession.    

 Licensure expands this protection to include 
“athletic trainer” and protects both title and 
duties/scope of practice.   
 It would require all practicing ATs in NYS to be 

licensed and accountable. Fraudulent and 
improper behavior would be investigated and 
could be prosecuted.   

 
See the actual bills at:  
openstates.org/ny/bills/2013-2014/S4465/  
openstates.org/ny/bills/2013-2014/A6678/ 

http://www.nysenate.gov/committee/higher-education
http://assembly.state.ny.us/comm/?sec=mem&id=20
http://openstates.org/ny/bills/2013-2014/S4465/

