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Grady Fest IV: All American Celebration of The Grady Life

FORT MYERS BEACH, FL:  The sun was smiling and so were the faces of the over 300 Grady-White boat owners and enthusiasts attending Grady Fest IV, the weekend of March 21, 2014, in Fort Myers Beach, FL. The docks of Fish Tale Marina were lined with Grady-Whites ranging from 19' to 37', and from the opening docktails reception with live music and dancing on Friday to the Sunday morning raft-up in Estero Bay, participants put fun on the foredecks and camaraderie in the cockpits for this vivacious celebration of The Grady Life. 

Billed as the “All American Grady Fest,” this was the fourth gathering in five years of Grady fans from around the continent. Seventeen Grady-White Owners Clubs including the host Fish Tale Grady Club, and twelve Florida dealerships including lead sponsor Fish-Tale Sales and Service were represented, plus seven Grady factory executives were on deck including President Kris Carroll. Along with all-day fun and fellowship, there were lively presentations on boating lifestyle topics ranging from technical operations, product developments and maintenance, to sun safety, destination planning, fishing tips and boat handling. The main event tent welcomed Grady-White engineers, a Coast Guard commander, detailing pro and charter captain for engaging question-and-answer sessions. The Grady Lady tent was the scene for information exchange on travel, sportswoman fishing, docking procedures, sun protection and customizing-boatkeeping tips. 

The popular “Suddenly in Command” seminar by festival organizer Captain George Pecharis and Captain Dan Clark covered “need to know” and "what to do” for first mates and crew in emergency situations. Basic vessel operation functions and communication procedures were highlighted, including how to obtain a Maritime Mobile Service Identity (MMSI) number and activate the Digital Selective Calling feature on VHF radios. A checklist of emergency preparedness was included in every registrant’s ditty bag, along with a Grady Fest IV commemorative t-shirt, sun gaiter face protection and a Save Your Captain cancer-screening can coolie.

The event was topped off Sunday morning with the World’s Largest Raft-Up of Grady-Whites, accomplished in two hours. Fifty boats participated including a patrol of the local Coast Guard Auxiliary, a logistics crew, photo boat and spontaneous passers-by. Grinning and waving for the cameras, participants showed their Grady pride with horns blaring and flags waving before heading home to waypoints east, north and south. As Captain Pecharis said, “Hot dogs, apple pie, and Grady-White Boats. It doesn’t get more American than this!”

Throughout the festival, midway vendors represented boating services, suppliers and power manufacturers. A dermatologist offered free skin screenings, and the latest UPF clothing, coolers and nautical artwork and accessories were on sale. Registration proceeds were donated to the National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI) of Collier County. 

A photo album highlighting the Grady Fest IV weekend and The Grady Life can be viewed at the Grady-White Boats Facebook page. Please contact Stephanie Salter for high-resolution images.

There are 33 Grady-White Owners Clubs around the country. Clubs and other visitors are welcome to tour the factory in Greenville, NC, and meet the motivated craftspeople who build the ultimate outboard powered family-and-sportfishing boats. To find a club near you, sign up for a tour, and learn more about The Grady Life, visit www.gradywhite.com.
Established in 1959, Grady-White currently builds 29 models of versatile, saltwater-tough center console, dual console, express and walkaround cuddy cabin sportfishing and coastal family boats from 18 to 37 feet. Grady-White is historically renowned for and highest rated in customer satisfaction in its category by every third party study ever done in the marine industry. Marine Industry Hall of Fame member Eddie Smith and the Smith family have owned the company since 1968.  
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