Good morning. My name is Kate Blisard and I thank you for the opportunity to speak today about A2270, the New Jersey Death with Dignity Act.
I speak today about this vitally important bill as a woman with a lifelong disability and more recently a chronic medical condition. Both impact my life on a daily basis in different ways. I have also served on governor-appointed disability task forces, councils, and regional boards of directors and committees.
I speak today as a disability advocate, businesswoman, wife, mother, and grandmother because my life and my own experiences must say NO to A2270, as well-intentioned as it may be. Throughout my 30+ year career I have advocated for a better life for those committed to state institutions and nursing facilities. Yes, those I have served are, in many ways, the most vulnerable members, both of our disability community and of society at large. They are vulnerable not just because of IQs or severity of disability, but because their disabilities cause them to be dependent on others. Being dependent does not mean being less human, but it does mean being more vulnerable. This vulnerability can be exploited by this bill, although unintended, despite the so-called enforcements, and create more opportunities for abuse, especially behind the closed doors of our state institutions. This bill does not make life easier for us, just more complicated, especially for our most vulnerable brothers and sisters. 

I speak today as an abuse survivor and an advocate for abused women and men with disabilities. The abuse of elders and especially of people with disabilities is an epidemic in the shadows, and is fraught with incentives for abusers—incentives of power, control, money—that trap people. We don’t need another incentive to profit from our suffering and deaths. This bill—even if unintentionally—does this very thing.
Now you know a little about me and why I come here today to ask you not to pass this bill.  I also have an UNSEEN disability, which HAS led me to the brink of suicide.  I know my family, my faith, my friends, and my work have pulled me away from that brink. Unfortunately, this bill, fashioned after those of other states, with guidance from the Hemlock Society, will help throw people over the brink.
Death comes to each of us, but the dignity comes FROM each of us in our own way.  No government, no well-meaning legislation can bring dignity to our dying.  Indeed it will take away any hope of dignity.
Thank you.
