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  Uruguay - First to win a World Cup as host 

country

First time that World Cup matches are 

televised internationally 

1962 Chile Brazil-Czechoslovakia 3-1

Manuel Francisco dos 

Santos "Garrincha" 

(Brazil),  Edvaldo Izídio 

Neto "Vavá" (Brazil), 

Leonel Sánchez (Chile), 

Dražan Jerković 

(Yugoslavia), Flórián 

Albert (Hungary), Valentin 

Ivanov (Soviet Union) (4 

goals)

89 16

First Olympic Goal (direct goal from a corner kick) 

scored by Marcos Coll from Colombia

England - First time goal average is used to determine 

advancement to the next round, eliminating Argentina

1966 England England-West Germany 4-2
Eusébio da Silva Ferreira 

(Portugal) (9 goals)
89 16

World Cup Willie - First mascot introduced

First time group draw is witnessed on TV

India - Qualifies for the first time but withdraws, never 

playing a match

1934 Italy Italy-Czechoslovakia 2-1

Oldřich Nejedlý 

(Czechoslovakia) (5 

goals)

88

1670

1938 France

16

16

1930 Uruguay Uruguay- Argentina 4-2
 Guillermo Stábile 

(Argentina) (8 goals)
1370

1954 Switzerland West Germany- Hungary 3-2
Sándor Kocsis 

(Hungary) (11 goals)

1958 Sweden Brazil-Sweden 5-2
Just Fontaine 

(France) (13 goals)

1950 Brazil Uruguay-Brazil 2-1

Ademir Marques de 

Menezes (Brazil) (8 

goals)

13

Lucien Laurent of France scores first World 

Cup goal 

Italy - First country to win twice and first non-host 

country to win a World Cup

First time trophy is referred to as the "Jules 

Rimet Trophy" for the 25th anniversary of 

Rimet’s presidency of FIFA

Because of team withdrawals in previous 

World Cups, first time South American 

countries play qualification matches

First time soccer legend Pelé plays. Only 

player to have won 3 times. (1958, 1962, 

1970)

First time countries need to qualify in order 

to participate

Italy - First European country to win a 

World Cup

UK - First World Cup to be televised

First time host country and previous  winner 

automatically qualify

140

Italy- Hungary 4-2
Leônidas da Silva 

(Brazil) (7 goals)
1584

126
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1970 Mexico Brazil-Italy 4-1
 Gerd Müller (West 

Germany) (10 goals)
95 16

First time a World Cup is hosted outside of Europe and 

South America

First time referees issue yellow and red cards

1974 West Germany West Germany- Netherlands 2-1

Grzegorz Lato (Poland) (7 

goals) 97 16

First time the new "FIFA World Cup Trophy" is 

awarded to the champion

First World Cup Final not played in the host’s capital 

city

1978 Argentina Argentina-Netherlands 3-1
Mario Kempes (Argentina) 

(6 goals)
102 16

First time over 100 countries attempt to qualify

Penalty shootout is introduced (but not used) to 

determine the winning team if a match ends in a draw 

after overtime

1982 Spain Italy-West Germany 3-1
 Paolo Rossi (Italy) (6 

goals)
146 24

First time countries from all 6 continental 

confederations participate  - expanding from 16 to 24 

teams

West Germany vs France  - First time penalty shootout 

takes place

1986 Mexico Argentina- West Germany 3-2

Gary Lineker (England) (6 

goals) 132 24

Mexico - the first country to host a World Cup twice

Diego Maradona scores the infamous "Hand of God" 

goal' first and only hand goal

1990 Italy West Germany- Argentina 1-0

Salvatore Schillaci (Italy) 

(6 goals) 115 24

Argentina - the first team to advance twice on penalty 

shootouts & the first to not score any goals in a World 

Cup final

First World Cup officially recorded and transmitted in 

HD by Italian broadcater RAI
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1994 USA Brazil- Italy 3-2

Hristo Stoichkov 

(Bulgaria), Oleg Salenko 

(Russia) (6 goals)

141 24

First final to be decided on penalty shootout, giving 

Brazil their fourth World Cup title

Pontiac Silverdome - First indoor stadium used

1998 France France-Brazil 3-0
Davor Šuker (Croatia) (6 

goals)
171 32

Golden Goal rule is introduced which states that the 

first team to score a goal during extra time is the 

winner

First World Cup to contain 32 participants instead of 

24

2002 South Korea/Japan Brazil- Germany 2-0
Ronaldo Luís Nazário de 

Lima (Brazil) (8 goals)
161 32

First time a World Cup is hosted in Asia and by 2 

different countries

First time teams from Europe, South America, North 

America, Asia and Africa reach the Quarter-Finals

2006 Germany Italy-France 5-3

Miroslav Klose (Germany) 

(5 goals) 147 32

Lukas Podolski - First to receive "Best Young Player" 

Award

Ronaldo from Brazil becomes the highest goal scorer in 

World Cup history with 15 goals

2010 South Africa Spain- Netherlands 1-0

Thomas Müller 

(Germany), Wesley 

Sneijder (Netherlands), 

David Villa (Spain), Diego 

Forlán (Uruguay) (5 goals)

145 32

First World Cup to be hosted in African continent

"Yashin Award", awarded to goalkeepers, was 

renamed to "Golden Glove Award"

2014 Brazil TBA TBA TBA 32

FIFA implements goal-line technology to assist match 

officials by providing an automatic goal signal to their 

watch

First time that 2 consecutive World Cups are not 

hosted in Europe


