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Miracle Marathon 2014 Talking Points

Event Description 
Miracle Marathon is a Children's Miracle Network Hospitals event. It's a 27.2-day virtual fundraising campaign in which participants move the equivalent of one mile per day — through any activity they choose. The goal is to get active while helping sick and injured kids in the community get well. Participants will receive daily challenges, inspirational stories or motivational messages throughout the event, encouraging them to meet their fitness and fundraising goals.

The first 26 days are completed at a time and place convenient for each participant. On day 27, the final 1.2 miles will be completed as a group. Regardless of location, all participants start the last 1.2 miles at the same time and finish the 27.2-mile Miracle Marathon together. It’s a marathon, plus an extra mile for local kids. Learn more at MiracleMarathon.org. 

Why 27.2 miles?  
A traditional marathon is 26.2 miles, but Miracle Marathon participants go the extra mile for local kids. 

Miracle Marathon dates
Miracle Marathon will take place Sept. 16 – Oct. 12 with participants moving one mile each day. On the final day, Oct. 12, all participants will begin the final 1.2 miles together, at 2:27 p.m. EST. Regardless of location, participants will complete the final stretch at the same time. 

Fundraising goal 
Each participant is challenged to raise just $10 per mile, or $272 total, for one of 170 Children's Miracle Network Hospitals across North America.
 
How 27.2 relates to childhood illnesses
· Approximately 27 kids are diagnosed with cancer every day in the U.S. (actual 28.4, source)
· Approximately 27 kids die each month from cancer in the U.S. (actual 29.7, source)
· Every 27 days, approximately 1,100 kids will be diagnosed with type 1 diabetes (source) 
· Approximately 3 in 272 kids are diagnosed with autism (actual 3 in 264 kids, source) 

Fast Facts 
· Website: www.MiracleMarathon.org 
· Event Dates:  Tuesday, Sept. 16 – Sunday, Oct. 12 
· Registration: Open April 1, 2014
· Social Media Sites: 
· Facebook: www.Facebook.com/TheMiracleMarathon
· Twitter: @miraclemarathon
· Instagram: #themiraclemarathon
· Google+: /TheMiracleMarathon
· Benefiting Organization: Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals (Each participant selects one of 170 CMN Hospitals to receive the funds he or she raises.)
· Benefiting Organization Website: www.CMNHospitals.org 
· Contact Email: MiracleMarathon@CMNHospitals.org 

[bookmark: _GoBack]About Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals
Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals® raises funds and awareness for 170 member hospitals that provide 32 million treatments each year to kids across the U.S. and Canada. Donations stay local to fund critical treatments and healthcare services, pediatric medical equipment and charitable care. Since 1983, Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals has raised more than $5 billion, most of it $1 at a time through the charity's Miracle Balloon icon. Its various fundraising partners and programs support the nonprofit's mission to save and improve the lives of as many children as possible. Find out why children's hospitals need community support, identify your member hospital and learn how you can Put Your Money Where the Miracles Are, at CMNHospitals.org and facebook.com/CMNHospitals.
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27 MILES IN 27 DAYS.
FOR THE KIDS.





