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Ceja Vineyards is an ultra premium Latino Family owned winery in the Napa Valley. It was founded in 1999 by Amelia, Pedro, Armando and Martha Ceja – first generation Mexican-American immigrants.

The Ceja’s dedication to sustainable agriculture and the gentle handling of the grapes in the cellar can be tasted in every sip of their stellar estate Pinot Noir, Chardonnay, Cabernet Sauvignon, Merlot, Sauvignon Blanc, Syrah, Vino de Casa red blend and a Late Harvest White Wine called Dulce Beso (sweet kiss).
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Celebrated winemaker Armando Ceja immigrated to the United States at age seven and immediately went to work in the agricultural fields of California alongside his siblings and parents. He made his first Cabernet Sauvignon barrel right after turning 18 and, after high school, enrolled in the enology and viticulture programs at UC Davis.  Armando is also a respected vineyard manager in the Napa and Sonoma Valleys. Armando takes the wines from the vine to the bottle handling the fruit gently to create a limited collection of handcrafted wines that are complex, perfectly balanced and memorable. Ceja wines are a reflection of his talent as a winegrower – they speak of their birthplace – the vineyards.

President Amelia Morán Ceja – first Mexican-American woman to be president of a wine production company – majored in history and literature at the University of California in San Diego. Amelia worked in the wine industry for eight years, and 15 years ago, she left her job to concentrate all her energy on Ceja Vineyards. Amelia wears many hats: she is the contact person, a wine salesperson, a public relations person, the executive chef, a compliance specialist, a bookkeeper, a wine delivery person, a wine shipping person, a grape picker, and whoever else she needs to be. Under her leadership, Inc. Magazine selected Ceja Vineyards “Entrepreneur of the Year 2004” (one of seven) in the January 2005 issue. In addition, Ceja Vineyards was named “Best New Winery” in 2002 by over 90 of the world’s most prestigious wine writers, case production has increased from 750 cases to 10,000 cases per year, Ceja wines have received numerous awards and extensive media coverage, and Ceja wines are offered at some of the most acclaimed restaurants in the United States such as the French Laundry, Gotham Bar and Grill, Le Cirque, The Carnelian Room and Mustards Grill. Her contributions to the wine industry were recognized on March 15, 2005, when she was named "Woman of the Year" by the California Legislature. “Amelia is a great role model for the next generation of Latinos,” said Senator Wesley Chesbro (D-Arcata). “She has not only broken the glass ceiling in a very competitive business but has earned respect throughout the wine industry.”

Ceja wines are available at selected restaurants, fine wine shops, on the internet at www.cejavineyards.com, by phone at 707-255-3954 and at Ceja Vineyards in beautiful Carneros.
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