Online Art Appraisals

When looking for online art appraisals online there are many companies to choose from and we at ValueMyStuff understand that the choice of who you choose to value your art can be very difficult. 

When deciding which art appraisal company to choose, we would recommend that customers look at the following: who the company’s art appraisers are and if the same person values art and antiques of different categories? In the business this is known as a generalist – or an appraiser who is competent in several different fields of art history or antiques. At ValueMyStuff our art appraisers are specialists in their individual fields. We believe and work with art market specialists and art appraisers who have experience in one field whether that be paintings, sports memorabilia, classic cars and or jewelry. For instance, our prints specialist only values prints and not paintings! His expertise is unrivalled in his area and this is what is important. 

Always look to see if the company has the curriculum vitae of their online art appraisers. Because who values your art is just as important to us as it is to you, at ValueMyStuff we provide the resume of each of our art appraisers including a detailed history of which auction house they have worked at. We pride ourselves on having the leading experts from international auction houses like Sotheby’s, Christie’s, Phillips and Bonhams. 

Our second recommendation is to read reviews of the art appraisers and/or art appraisal company that you are evaluating. The valuation of your artwork is a personal process – after all our online appraisers get an intimate look at your family’s history and their collecting habits. It is therefore important to choose a online art appraisal company that you not only feel comfortable with their expertise but who other people do as well. Of course others may feel disappointed by the value of their artwork – we can’t all have masterpieces can we?! – so it is vital to assess the type of criticism or complement that the review has supplied. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]At last we come to reviewing the price. Is this online appraisal affordable? With this questions comes the responsibility of investigating what other price brackets are available in the online appraisal world. Remember – there is no such thing as a free lunch. If the appraisal is free, you may want to evaluate what the benefit is to the company who provide the free appraisal. It is most likely that they would benefit from persuading you to sell your antique or collectable at later date.  The company who provides an unbiased appraisal is one who may need to charge. An affordable cost is understandable – with administration fees and the art appraiser fees it is understandable that online appraisals cost money. Tied to this review of the price is ensuring that you investigate what you receive for your money?  It might be worthwhile to investigate the cost of an art appraiser making a house visit. From our experience this can be very expensive with costs ranging from $250 an hour to much more. 

By the end of this exercise, you have done an appraisal of us before we initiate your online art appraisal! 
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