Company Overview
· Research shows that most girls say they like science in 4th grade, but by 8th grade, the numbers drop dramatically. Our kits are made for girls, ages 8 through 12, targeting this important time when their confidence in science is most vulnerable.
· Our solution is to make a different kind of science kit – rigorous and creative science kits just for girls. Our product is unique; there are no products currently on the market like this. 
· We plan to develop a whole series of kits in different subject areas – Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Earth Science, Computer Programming and more. For each subject area, we will create several kits on different topics, and at different price points.
· Our first line of kits will focus on chemistry. Our first kit is the Foundation Chemistry Kit. This kit contains supplies for dozens of experiments about molecular motion, chemical reaction rates, and temperature. It includes:  real laboratory science equipment (safety goggles, beakers, timer, thermometer), chemical reagents (citric acid, sodium bicarbonate, colored tablets, colored dyes), and art supplies (pencil crayons, chalk cloth to use as lab bench paper and chalk). It also contains an amazing lab notebook, which is really a lot more than just a lab notebook – it’s a reference guide, sketch pad and instruction manual. It’s a place for girls to learn, wonder, design and create.

Biographies
· Marcie Colledge has a PhD in neuroscience from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an undergraduate degree in Human Kinetics from the University of Guelph. She was a principal investigator and ran her own research laboratory as a tenure-track professor at the University of Texas, Southwestern Medical Center. She has more than 15 years of research experience studying the brain and nervous system, designing and carrying out experiments at the laboratory bench, writing grants, publishing her scientific research in peer-reviewed journals, and presenting her research at academic conferences. She also has more than 10 years of teaching experience, in both formal and informal settings – from leading courses for undergraduate and medical students, to mentoring students in the lab.
· Kelly McCollum has an MPH in Epidemiology and Biostatistics from Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health and a BS in Biology from Loyola Marymount. She has more than 10 years of experience conducting data analyses for publication in peer-reviewed social science and medical journals and overseeing the operations of large-scale biomedical research studies. She also has more than a decade of teaching experience, in both formal and informal settings, teaching middle school science and health, high school girls, graduate level biostatistics, and tutoring a wide range of students in math and statistics.
· Kelly and Marcie met five years ago as coordinators of the Family Science Programs at their daughters’ elementary school. Their first “aha moment” was realizing how well they work together and how passionate they both are about science and education. The second was discovering that they have a real knack for taking complex scientific concepts and making them easily digestible, age-appropriate, and fun. In designing various Family Science sessions on topics ranging from microbiology, to computer programming, to a crime scene investigation, they found that they’ve been able to distill out the important details to offer kids and parents engaging sessions of experimental science. The program has been a smash success. And the consistent message they’re hearing? Parents and kids want more opportunities to do hands-on science!

FAQs
What makes these “science kits for girls”?
· Research shows that girls learn best when they can approach projects in a creative and open-ended way. That’s why we designed our kits to engage both the scientific and creative minds of girls. The experiments are rigorous and there’s plenty of room for girls to draw their observations and doodle their ideas in their very own lab notebook.

Why just for girls?
· Women are vastly underrepresented in the STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) fields. While women make up almost 50% of the total workforce, they make up only 24% of science jobs. There’s been a lot of talk about the “leaky pipeline” and the gender imbalance in STEM. At Yellow Scope, we want to fix the leak early, while girls are still confident and enthusiastic about science.

How can we buy one now?
· Currently, our kits are available for pre-order on Kickstarter, from November 3rd through December 22nd. https://www.kickstarter.com/profile/yellow-scope-science
· We hope to get our kits onto the shelves of independent Portland toy stores – like SpielWerk Toys, Grasshopper, Finnegans Toys and Gifts, Village Toys, and A Children’s Place Bookstore - in the spring of 2015.

News Coverage
· "The Six Companies in the Newest PDX Startup Challenge Class" - by Taylor Soper - GeekWire
· "Startup PDX Challenge" - by Mike Rogoway - The Oregonian
· "Startup PDX's Finalists" - by Malia Spencer and Andy Giegerich - Portland Business Journal
· "Six New Upstarts" - by Joseph Gallivan - Portland Tribune
· "Yellow Scope Gets Young Girls Hooked on Science Early" - by Karina Skauge - GoLocalPDX
· [bookmark: _GoBack]"Shattering Science Stereotypes" - by Jon Bell - Drive the District Powered by General Motors
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