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Name of App: Color Smart
Developer: Madcap Logic LLC

Link to the app: https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/color-smart/id962185540?ls=1&mt=8

Available on other platforms (ios, windows, android) +link? NO
If the app is free is there a paid version available?
In App Purchases (question 9 in the rubric)? NO
In App Ads? If yes, are they 1st party or 3rd party ads (question 10 in the rubric)?NO





From your point of view, is this app suitable for the curriculum rubric or to be used in schools? Yes/No


Subject:  Art

Ages:
 Toddler Apps (0-3 Years)
 Reception/Preschool Apps (3-5 Years)
 Primary School Apps (5-7 Years)
 Primary School Apps (7-11 Years)
 Secondary School Apps (11-14 Years)
 Secondary School Apps (14-18 Years)
[image: ] College/University (18+ Years of Age)



Learning Outcomes:

 Cognitive Development
 Critical Thinking
 Communication Skills
 Engagement and Usability
 Collaboration Skills
 Creative Development
 Organisational and Productivity Skills
 Life Skills
 Emotional Skills
 Academic Relevance


Summary:


Using a well- designed mix of virtual tuition and real world practice, Color Smart teaches children not just about the history of art but how to apply the different principles of painting to allow them to more effectively unleash their creativity.



Review:

While the educational content producing industry, quite understandably, tends to focus on the subjects considered the most important for children, this doesn’t mean that other subjects do not warrant high quality apps.  Color Smart provides just this for the understanding of the painter’s craft.
We can all appreciate a good painting but understanding the different aspects that make it good is not so easy.  Using colour values to create contrast and establish emphasis, including the technique of underpainting, starts off the learning.  The colour wheel is introduced from its early descriptions by Isaac Newton to its practical applications for artists.  A third section looks into categorising colours into warm and cold for changing the feel of the artwork.  Finally, while today we can just call into an art shop for our paints, the app looks at how the painters from history obtained their materials and how paint is made.  A good example of how this app develops the facts that it teaches into a more rounded understanding is found in this section, where it explains how the freedom of having paint in tubes influenced the subjects that were painted. Facts are rarely mentioned without them being fully considered in the context of art.
If this makes it sound like a rather full app, that is because it is.  Each of these sections contains fully narrated animations and interactive activities to explain and encourage further thinking about each of the concepts. Three characters, Furnace, Tickles and Ruby take the roles of teacher and fellow learner.  By following their conversation and superbly designed and realised onscreen examples, a huge amount of artistic understanding can be learned.  This content isn’t difficult to grasp but, unless you are heavily involved in art, it is a good bet that many adults can come away from this app with having learned something.  Nicely rounding off this instructional content are sections where children can move things around to experiment with what they have learned.
As well as skilled animators, voice actors, and artists somebody behind this app also has a knack for dreaming up clever activities for children to develop their artistic understanding and be creative.  The final part of each of the four general areas of learning is a set of activities for children to undertake.  These are not virtual but real world paint, cut, stick and create activities.  In some apps this type of section can feel a bit of a bolt on, an easy section to fill out an app, but here they are genuinely interesting and relevant activities that children will enjoy.  True, they will need access to materials, and space to make a bit of a mess, but they will learn about art and develop their creative potential through them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For parents looking to give children something constructive to entertain themselves on a rainy day this sort of thing is ideal.  For teachers who carry out art lessons but aren’t specialists, they have in this app a full package of instructional materials and lesson ideas.  It is great to see an app secure enough in its teaching capacity to be able to encourage children to leave its confines and engage with the real world.  Color Smart needs an always on internet connection for its lengthy videos and it can be occasionally a little unresponsive as it pulls in the content, but these are small prices to pay for such an educationally packed app.
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