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ONCLIVE’s 2015 GIANTS OF CANCER CARE™ AWARDS ANNOUNCED TODAY 

Third Annual Awards Ceremony Honors Leaders in Cancer Treatment and Research
CHICAGO, Ill. (May 29, 2015) – OncLive proudly announces the 2015 Giants of Cancer Care, a dozen medical pioneers recognized by a panel of eminent oncologists for landmark achievements that have changed the course of cancer treatment. Honorees will be introduced and celebrated TONIGHT at the 3rd Annual Giants of Cancer Care™ Award Ceremony, held 8:30-11:00 p.m. CDT at The Chicago Illuminating Company, 2110 S. Wabash Ave.
The 2015 honorees are being recognized for groundbreaking accomplishments, in fields including translational research, gene therapy, immuno-oncology and medical advocacy, that have helped save, prolong and improve lives of cancer patients. These elite oncologists, chosen from hundreds of nominees, join a world-class roster of clinicians and research scientists who have been honored by OncLive’s Giants of Cancer Care™ awards since the program began in 2013. The 2015 Giants program is sponsored by Novartis, Merck & Co., Inc., and Bayer Healthcare Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

“Our third annual Giants of Cancer Care ceremony celebrates those physicians and researchers who have devoted their time, talent, and resources to improving care for patients and families affected by cancer,” said Jack Lepping, vice chairman of Michael J. Hennessy Associates, Inc., parent company to OncLive/Giants of Cancer Care. “We applaud and appreciate their compassion and dedication to understanding this disease and developing life-changing treatments. By shining a spotlight on their work today, we not only honor their achievements but also hope to inspire more discoveries tomorrow.” 

The 2015 Giants of Cancer Care are: 

· Breast Cancer – Gabriel N. Hortobagyi, MD, FACP, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, Texas.
· Community Outreach/Education – Harold P. Freeman, MD, The Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Care and Prevention, New York, N.Y.
· Gastrointestinal Cancer – Robert J. Mayer, MD, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School, Boston, Mass.
· Genitourinary Cancer – Maha H. Hussain, MB, ChB, University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center, Ann Arbor, Mich.
· Gynecologic Malignancies – Robert C. Bast, Jr., MD, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, Texas.
· Immuno-Oncology – Carl H. June, MD, Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.
· Lung Cancer – John Minna, MD, University of Texas, Southwestern Medical Center, Dallas, Texas.
· Lymphoid Neoplasms – Emil J. Freireich, MD, University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, Houston, Texas.
· Melanoma/Skin – Antoni Ribas, MD, PhD, UCLA School of Medicine, Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center, Los Angeles, Calif.
· Myeloid Neoplasms – Clara Bloomfield, MD, Ohio State University, Wexner Medical Center, Columbus, Ohio.
· Scientific Advances – Robert A. Weinberg, PhD, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Whitehead Institute, Boston, Mass.
· Supportive/Palliative Care – Charles Loprinzi, MD, Mayo Clinic Cancer Center, Rochester, MN.

(A list of honorees with full bios appears on the following pages) 

OncLive’s Giants of Cancer Care Awards reflect today’s new and dynamic world of cancer care and research. In 2015, more than 1.6 million new cases of cancer are expected to be diagnosed in the United States—and nearly 590,000 people will die from the disease, according to the National Cancer Institute. The most common cancers are projected to include breast cancer, lung cancer, prostate cancer, colon and rectum cancer, bladder cancer, melanoma of the skin, non-Hodgkin lymphoma, and leukemia. Research scientists and clinicians honored as Giants of Cancer Care are leading the battle against these devastating diseases.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The 2015 Giants of Cancer Care Selection Committee, chaired by Dr. Hope S. Rugo, an oncologist and hematologist specializing in breast cancer research and treatment, is an exclusive group of oncologists, clinicians and researchers. The nomination process was open to a national audience. The Selection Committee then considered each final nominee’s body of work, including clinical impact, significant contributions, and overall accomplishments in order to select 12 honorees from 8 tumor-specific categories and 4 specialty categories. For more information about the Selection Committee, visit http://giants.onclive.com/.

About OncLive
OncLive.com is the official website for Intellisphere’s Oncology Specialty Group, which publishes Oncology & Biotech News, OncologyLive, Oncology Nursing News and Contemporary Oncology. OncLive offers oncology professionals resources and information they need to provide the best care for their patients. Intellisphere, LLC, a leading provider of healthcare publishing, research and education, is part of the Michael J. Hennessy Associates, Inc., family of businesses, based in Plainsboro, N.J. MJH also includes the acclaimed CURE Media Group, which combines science and humanity to make cancer understandable. Its flagship product is CURE™ magazine, the largest consumer publication in the U.S. focused entirely on cancer, reaching cancer patients, cancer centers and advocacy groups. To learn more, please visit http://www.OncLive.com.

###

Media inquiries: please contact Becky Taylor at becky@btaylorpa.com or at 609-240-6886.


OncLive’s 2015 Giants of Cancer Care with bios 

Breast Cancer – Gabriel N. Hortobagyi, MD, FACP
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
Dr. Hortobagyi is professor of medicine in the Department of Breast Medical Oncology and the Nellie B. Connally Chair in Breast Cancer at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center, as well as program director of the Susan G. Komen Interdisciplinary Breast Fellowship Program at MD Anderson.
Dr. Hortobagyi developed and promoted the use of presurgical chemotherapy in patients with large tumors, reducing the tumors to 50% of their size prior to surgery and enabling subsequent surgical removal. He also is involved in the drug development of anthracyclines and taxanes in breast cancer therapy. Dr. Hortobagyi established the role of bisphosphonates in the management of bone metastases from breast cancer and developed gene therapy approaches to breast cancer, playing a role in the initial development of gene expression profiling and its prognostic and predictive application in breast cancers. He served as president of the American Society of Clinical Oncology from 2006 to 2007 and has served as chair of the Southwest Oncology Group since 2007.
Community Outreach/Education – Harold P. Freeman, MD 
The Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Care and Prevention
Dr. Freeman is chairman emeritus and founder of the Harold P. Freeman Patient Navigation Institute, Ralph Lauren Center for Cancer Care and Prevention, and professor of surgery emeritus at Columbia University College of Physicians and Surgeons. 
Dr. Freeman, past chairman of the US President’s Cancer Panel and past national president of the American Cancer Society, is author of the Report to the Nation on Cancer in the Poor, which demonstrated the barriers that underserved, uninsured and low-income populations often face in the healthcare system. The Patient Navigator, Outreach, and Chronic Disease Prevention Act was based on the Freeman Patient Navigation model and signed into law by President Bush in June 2005. His numerous awards include the Mary Lasker Award for Public Service, the American Cancer Society’s Medal of Honor, the CDC Foundation’s Champion of Prevention Award, the Breast Cancer Research Foundation’s Jill Rose Award, the American Society of Clinical Oncology’s Special Recognition Award, the Avon Breast Cancer National Leadership Award, and the Susan G.Komen Breast Cancer National Foundation’s Betty Ford Award.
Gastrointestinal Cancer – Robert J. Mayer, MD
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute, Harvard Medical School
Dr. Mayer is director of the Center for Gastrointestinal Oncology and vice president for academic affairs in the Department of Medical Oncology, Dana-Farber Cancer Institute (DFCI). He is also co-leader of the Gastrointestinal Malignancies program at the Dana-Farber/Harvard Cancer Center, specifically, the Gastrointestinal Cancer Committee for the Cancer and Leukemia Group B—a multi-institutional collaboration supported by the National Cancer Institute. Additionally, he serves as faculty vice president for academic affairs at DFCI and faculty associate dean for Admissions at Harvard Medical School.
Dr. Mayer’s work defined optimal postsurgical treatment for colon and rectal cancer, and identified newer approaches to localized and advanced pancreatic cancer. He also led research efforts to develop cetuximab for colorectal tumors that express the epidermal growth factor receptor. As program director of the Medical Oncology Fellowship Program at DFCI for more than 20 years, Dr. Mayer has been responsible for the education of more than 200 trainees, many of whom have assumed major leadership roles throughout the United States. He also is past president of the American Society of Clinical Oncology.
Genitourinary Cancer – Maha H. Hussain, MB, ChB 
University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center
Dr. Hussain is professor of medicine and urology at the University of Michigan and associate director for clinical research at the University of Michigan Comprehensive Cancer Center (UMCC), co-leader of its Prostate Cancer/GU Oncology Program, and associate chief for clinical research at the Division of Hematology/ Oncology. Dr. Hussain is an international clinical researcher whose research efforts are focused on the development of novel therapeutics integrating scientific advances into clinical trials for prostate and bladder cancer.
Dr. Hussain contributed to research that led to the FDA approval of docetaxel for the treatment of men with advanced prostate cancer, and has pioneered novel clinical trials in bladder and prostate cancer. She has guided national research through various leadership positions, including as co-chair of the Prostate Cancer subcommittee of the SWOG GU committee, as a member and 2013 chair of the Integration Panel (IP) of the U.S. Army Medical Research and Materiel Command Prostate Cancer Research Program, and as a member of the NCI-Cancer Biomarker Study Section and the NCI’s prostate cancer task force. Dr. Hussain serves as an FDA consultant and has chaired the FDA Oncology Drug Advisory Committee. She also has served on editorial boards of several national and international specialty publications, and been honored with the University of Michigan Medical School League of Research Excellence award and the 2012 Clinical & Health Services Research award.
Gynecologic Malignancies – Robert C. Bast, Jr., MD
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
Dr. Bast is vice president for translational research, professor of medicine, Department of Experimental Therapeutics, and the Harry Carothers Wiess Distinguished University Chair for Cancer Research. He developed the OC125 monoclonal antibody that led to production of the first generally useful marker for monitoring the course of patients with epithelial ovarian cancer.
Dr. Bast’s research has focused on cell growth regulation of ovarian and breast carcinomas, imprinted tumor suppressor genes, autophagy and tumor dormancy, early detection and prevention of ovarian cancer, and modulation of taxane sensitivity. His honors include the Shashikant Lele Lecture from Roswell Park Cancer Institute in 2014, the Claudia Cohen Award from the Gynecological Cancer Foundation, and the Emil Frei III Award for Excellence in Translational Research from MD Anderson Cancer Center in 2011. Dr. Bast is a member of the American Association for Cancer Research and a fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
Immuno-Oncology – Carl H. June, MD 
Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania
Dr. June is the Richard W. Vague Professor in Immunotherapy in the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Perelman School of Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, and director of translational research in the Abramson Cancer Center. He published the first round of groundbreaking results detailing the first successful and sustained demonstration of the use of chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) gene transfer therapy to create designer T cells for battling cancerous tumors. The treatment has now been used with promising results to treat both children and adults with refractory acute lymphoblastic leukemia.
Dr. June founded the Immune Cell Biology Program and was head of the Department of Immunology at the Naval Medical Research Institute from 1990 to 1995 before joining the faculty of the Perelman School of Medicine in 1999. He now investigates various mechanisms of lymphocyte activation that relate to immune tolerance and adoptive immunotherapy for cancer and chronic infection. His numerous awards include the 2002 Lifetime Achievement Award from the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society of America and the Joan Miller and Linda Bernstein Gene Therapy Ovarian Cancer Award from the Alliance for Cancer Gene Therapy.
Lung Cancer – John Minna, MD
University of Texas, Southwestern Medical Center
Dr. Minna is the Max L. Thomas Distinguished Chair in Molecular Pulmonary Oncology and the Sarah M. and Charles E. Seay Distinguished Chair in Cancer Research at the Hamon Center for Therapeutic Oncology, Internal Medicine, and Pharmacology. He serves as director of the Hamon Center for Therapeutic Oncology Research, The Moncrief Center for Cancer Genetics, and co-director of the Experimental Therapeutics Program for the Simmons Cancer Center at UTSW. He also leads a joint Lung Cancer NCI Special Program of Research Excellence (SPORE) grant between UTSW and MD Anderson Cancer Center (MDACC).
Dr. Minna directs a NASA Specialized Centers of Research study on the effects of high-energy particle radiation (found in space) and low-dose gamma radiation (found on earth) on lung carcinogenesis. He also is working with a team of UTSW, MDACC, and Baylor College of Medicine scientists to discover all the “acquired vulnerabilities” in lung cancer and their associated predictive molecular signatures. Dr. Minna has served as chief of the NCI-Navy Medical Oncology Branch for the NCI Intramural Clinical Oncology Program for the study of lung cancer, and his team has established a large panel of lung cancer cell lines that have provided the basis for many preclinical studies.
Lymphoid Neoplasms – Emil J. Freireich, MD 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center
Dr. Freireich is the Ruth Harriet Ainsworth Chair in the Department of Developmental Therapeutics at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. He collaborated with James Holland, MD, and Emil Frei III, MD, to develop combination chemotherapy and developed the first “curative therapy” for metastatic cancer in childhood acute lymphoblastic leukemia, POMP—prednisone, oncovin, methotrexate, purinethol (6-MP).
Dr. Freireich was the first to perform leukocyte transfusion and to demonstrate engrafting of peripheral blood stem cells, providing allogeneic bone marrow grafts. He also has developed allogeneic platelet transfusion and treatment strategies for infectious complications and patented the first continuous-flow blood cell separator, which is used in most pheresis centers. Dr. Freireich continues to work in the Department of Leukemia, where he cares for patients with leukemia and supervises research protocols for treatment of this disease. In his joint appointment with the Department of Laboratory Medicine, he currently collaborates on an important transfusion study and has obtained one of the first formal training program grants in medical oncology at MD Anderson. Dr. Freireich serves on the Division of Cancer Medicine Committee for Medical Oncology Fellow Training.
Melanoma/Skin – Antoni Ribas, MD, PhD 
UCLA School of Medicine, Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center
Dr. Ribas is professor of medicine, surgery, and molecular and medical pharmacology, director of the Tumor Immunology Program Area, and member of the Signal Transduction and Therapeutics Program Area at the Jonsson Comprehensive Cancer Center. He has served as principal investigator on pivotal investigations of the PD-1 inhibitor pembrolizumab (Keytruda), which led the FDA to designate the drug as a breakthrough therapy and then approve the agent in September 2014.
Dr. Ribas conducted what is believed to be the largest phase 1 clinical trial in the history of oncology at UCLA and 11 other sites: the pembrolizumab trial, with more than 400 patients participating. He has engaged in leading research into targeted therapies in melanoma, including the recent coBRIM trial into the combination of vemurafenib plus cobimetinib in patients with locally advanced or metastatic melanoma with a BRAF V600 mutation. Dr. Ribas now is focusing on combination studies of immunotherapy and targeted therapies for melanoma, and investigations of mechanisms of resistance and toxicities. He has received grants and awards to further his research, including a 2000 Career Development Award from the Conquer Cancer Foundation to investigate immunotherapy for hepatocellular carcinoma, and now serves as chair of the Melanoma Committee at SWOG and as a member of the Journal of Clinical Oncology Editorial Board.
Myeloid Neoplasms – Clara Bloomfield, MD
Ohio State University, Wexner Medical Center
Dr. Bloomfield is a Distinguished University Professor, the William G. Pace III Endowed Chair in Cancer Research, and cancer scholar and senior advisor at The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center. Her early research focused on the study of chromosome abnormalities in cancers of the hematopoietic system and she was a key contributor to the discovery of the Philadelphia chromosome in patients with acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) and to the describing of the rearrangement of chromosome 16q22 in acute myeloid leukemia (AML).
Dr. Bloomfield’s recent research focuses on molecular changes that occur in adults with AML. She was among the first to offer proof that elderly patients with AML, which often proved fatal, could be cured through chemotherapy. Dr. Bloomfield demonstrated that patients with certain types of leukemia required stem cell transplantation to be cured, while others could be treated successfully without undergoing such intense intervention. She became director of The Ohio State University Comprehensive Cancer Center in 1997, the third woman to lead a National Cancer Institute–designated center. Dr. Bloomfield has advanced the role of women in medicine through her active mentorship, by serving as a role model, and through enhancing university policy guidelines on equal employment and other issues for women faculty.
Scientific Advances – Robert A. Weinberg, PhD
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Whitehead Institute
Dr. Weinberg is the Daniel K. Ludwig Professor for Cancer Research at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and a founding member of the Whitehead Institute. He discovered the first human oncogene, Ras, and the first tumor suppressor gene.
Dr. Weinberg coauthored the seminal paper, “The Hallmarks of Cancer,” published in January 2000 in Cell, that identified the six requirements for one renegade cell to cause a deadly cancer; in 2011, he published an updated review article entitled “Hallmarks of Cancer: The Next Generation” as well as the landmark research papers “Mechanism of Activation of a Human Oncogene” and “Creation of Human Tumor Cells with Defined Genetic Elements,” both in the journal Nature.
Dr. Weinberg’s research has focused on the interactions between epithelial and stromal cells (the two major types of cells found in mammalian tissue) that produce carcinomas and the processes by which cancer cells invade and metastasize. He continues to explore the mechanisms by which tumors reactivate transcription factors that control invasion and metastasis in hopes that researchers might determine how primary tumor cells disseminate through the body and seed cancer cells.
Supportive/Palliative Care – Charles Loprinzi, MD
Mayo Clinic Cancer Center
Dr. Loprinzi is the Regis Professor of Breast Cancer Research, emeritus chair of the Division of Medical Oncology, and emeritus vice-chair of the Department of Oncology, Mayo Clinic. Dr. Loprinzi’s numerous achievements include community and supportive care awards, including the Komen Foundation Brinker Award in 2002 and the 2005 Komen Foundation Professor of Survivorship Award, both conferred by the Susan B. Komen Foundation.
Dr. Loprinzi’s research generated preliminary data about the benefit of minocycline for the prevention of chemotherapy-induced neuropathy, making it possible for larger studies to be planned. From 2000 through 2010, he served as founding editor for the “Art of Oncology” department in the Journal of Clinical Oncology and edited two anthologies of articles from the “Art of Oncology” series. Dr. Loprinzi’s numerous community and supportive care awards include the 2006 Clinical Research Award from the Association of Community Cancer Centers and the North American Menopause Society Vasomotor Symptoms Research Award.
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