
Learning on the Go:
2015 Survey of College Students’ Use of Mobile Devices In and Out of the Classroom

Attitudes about tablets

Trends in Device Ownership

Usage of devices by age group

College students say they learn best on laptops, and enjoy them most. 

Inequality in Wireless Internet Access

Source: Pearson Student Mobile Device Survey 2015, conducted online by Harris Poll on behalf of Pearson among 1,211 college students and 2,274 students in grades 4 - 12 in February-March 2015.

Tablets encourage 
students to 
buy digital 

textbooks instead 
of print textbooks

College Students’ Attitudes Towards Tablets (% Strongly/Somewhat Agree)

83% 83% 79% 70% 71% 68%

Tablets will 
transform the way 
college students 

will learn in 
the future

Tablets will 
effectively replace 
textbooks as we 
know them today 
within the next 

5 years

Tablets help 
students perform 

better in class

Tablets help 
students study 
more efficiently

Tablets make 
learning more fun

Device Ownership Among College Students

*Note: Arrows indicate 
significant differences 
at 95% confidence.

Laptop, notebook or Chromebook computer

Smartphone
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Hybrid or ‘2-in-1’ computer

None of these
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% of Students who use Mobile Devices Daily for Schoolwork

Which devices do students say they learn best on, and which do they enjoy most?

Percentage of Students who have Wireless Internet Access at Home

White Students African American Students

Yes 98%

No 2% No 8%

Yes 92%

Hybrid of “2 in 1”Standard size smartphoneLarge smartphoneTabletLaptop, notebook, Chromebook

Learn best on

Enjoy most 18%48% 21% 9% 3%

5%54% 9%16% 5%5% 6%

Laptop, notebook, Chromebook Tablet Smartphone
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I do not learn well on any of these devicesI learn the same on any of these devices


