Silver Strong & Associates Tools for Today’s Educators”

Thoughtful Education Press www.Tools ForTodaysEducators.com

“A thorough, well-researched, clearly written,
and eminently practical toolkit. The use of these
proven, teacher-friendly tools will unquestionably
engage learners while enbancing the quality of
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Tools for Thoughtful Assessment: Aggggglutfw&'}’
Classroom-Ready Techniques for
Improving Teaching and Learning

Research shows that improving classroom assessment is
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one of the most reliable ways to raise student achievement.  Ealsing i args
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Tools for Thoughtful Assessment gives teachers a “toolbox 'medmgeffecwefeedli
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of over 75 effective assessment techniques that will integrate Do
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seamlessly into their everyday practice. These easy-to-use < TR
tools are organized around episodes of instruction and help A
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teachers respond to twelve key assessment questions: lf_k; Cl e
Preparing Students for New Learning Multll?le A‘:’ard
Chapter 1: How will I identify and communicate learning goals to students? Winner!
Chapter 2: How will | use pre-assessments to inform and enhance instruction?

Chapter 3: How will | prepare students to produce high-quality work?
Presenting New Learning

[Bj Chapter 4: How will | check for understanding while presenting new information?
Chapter 5: How will | check for understanding after presenting new information?
Deepening and Reinforcing Learning
Chapter 6: How will | help students review, practice, and check their grasp of the material?
Chapter 7: How will | help students improve their work through feedback and self-assessment?
Chapter 8: How will | help students monitor their learning and establish goals and plans for moving forward?
Applying Learning
Chapter 9: How will | use writing tasks to help students synthesize and show what they know?

E Chapter 10: How will | develop high-quality culminating assessment tasks and evaluation frameworks?

Chapter 11: How will | differentiate assessment to promote success for all students?

Reflecting On and Celebrating Learning
Chapter 12: How will | help students reflect on, learn from, and celebrate their achievements?
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Why Tools?

Teachers today face more demands than ever before. In response, we’ve worked with thousands
of educators from across the country to develop tools —ready-to-use instructional techniques that...
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3-2-1

% things We obse!

2 questions We gy What is it?
Can be used during all stages of the

instructional process, and for both

“ Atool that tells us what students are getting out of their learning experiences by having them record three
in idea:
4 main idea

things they learned, two questions they have, and one main idea

mawres What are the benefits of using this tool?
. | of daSS,Whj;‘e:‘Z ad Checking for understanding and adjusting instruction accordingly are two of the most important things
e
formative and summative purposes. | sudents

Note tf we can do as educators. Because it's not necessary or feasible to do in-depth checks all the time, its
shown below. (No important to have quick-check tools like 3-2-1 in our repertoires. In a matter of minutes, 32-1 gives us
material and 802 specific feedback about what students have learned, what they have questions about, and whether
they've grasped the big picture. It benefits students as well since the process of recording facts, questions,
and big ideas helps them review and synthesize what they've learned.

In addition, the organization of the
book is designed to highlight the
connection between instructional
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What are the basic steps?

EXAMPLE 4:The bi} 1. Present information to students via lecture, video, reading assignment, etc.
d eSi g nan d assessmen t d es | g n recognize et:::;:‘}:: 2. Help students review and synthesize what they learned by having them record the following:
. ::;z‘:;‘max most @ THREE key facts —>  “Three important things that I learned are...”
positive aspects of U TWO questions —>  “Two questions that [ have are...”

following day, but ¥ ONE mainidea —> “The main idea of today’s lesson seemed to be...”

3. Review students' responses. Use what you learn to gauge th ourlesson. (Did studk
Every Tool Answers

remember the key facts? Get the big picture? What kinds of questions do they have?)

H | g0 Tools for Thoughtfl Asses 4. Revisit any material that students missed, misunderstood, or asked questions about.
Four Questions: |
—
1.What is it? W Teacher Talk
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<> Adjust the 3-2-1 stems as needed to fit your content and goals; use Example 3 as a model.
A brief description of the tool and its purpose

=> Use students’ questions to identify areas of interest as well as areas of confusion. Address interest-

driven questions during future lessons (a good strategy for boosting engagement) or encourage
students to pursue these questions on their own.
2. What are the benefits of usin g this tool ? 3 When using this tool with very young students, you can have them complete the 3:2-1 stems as a class
- - (students speak their ideas aloud, you help refine and record them). If students aren't ready to identify
A O n e_ parag raph exp | anat | O n Of the p rob | em main ideas on their own, use questions and prompts to help them.

or challenge the tool addresses and how the
tool enhances learning

Chapter 5 | How Will | Check for Understanding After Presenting New Information? )
3. What are the basic steps?

A step-by-step guide for putting the tool /
into practice

Extras: In addition to the four critical questions,

4.How is this tool used in the classroom? many tO.O|S SIES Teacher Ll <ftfps eine
A section that provides greater clarity on how sHlgloeaeln fo.r getting more ST TS tOOI).
the tool can be used and typically includes and reproducibles. Copies of the reproducibles
examples from different grade levels and and other downloadable “extras” can be found
N enBareas 9 at www. ToolsForThoughtfulAssessment.com.

Interested in PD and COaching" For information or to set up a free consultation,

We offer a line of ready-to-go call 800.962.4438 or email

assessment workshops! questions@thoughtfulclassroom.com




