Barnes and Noble, Vestal is pleased to invite you to this very special event

Sunday April 17th 2pm to 5pm author David Marc and Clarence ‘Bucky’ McGill, 

one of the Syracuse 8 will be at the store to discuss the book: 

Leveling the Playing Field, the Story of the Syracuse 8
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Leveling the Playing Field tells the story of the African American members of the 1969-70 SU football team who petitioned for racial equality on their team. The petition had four demands: access to the same academic tutoring made available to their white teammates; better medical care for all team members; starting assignments based on merit rather than race; and a discernible effort to racially integrate the coaching staff, which had been all white since 1898. The players’ charges of racial disparity were fiercely contested by many of the white players on the team, and the debate spilled into the newspapers and drew protests from around the country. Mistakenly called the "Syracuse 8" by media reports in the 1970s, the nine players who signed the petition did not receive a response allowing or even acknowledging their demands. They boycotted the Spring 1970 practice and Coach Ben Schwartzwalder, a deeply beloved figure on campus and a Hall of Fame football coach nearing retirement after 24 years, banned seven of the players from the team. White players staged a day-long walkout in support of the Syracuse staff, and an enhanced police presence was required at home games. "Blackballed: The True Story of the Syracuse 8" takes a frank look at this contentious moment in Syracuse University’s history and tells the story through the eyes of the players who risked their futures for racial equality.
In 2006 the Syracuse 8 were given Chancellor’s Medal for Extraordinary Courage by Syracuse University’s Chancellor for their recognized life-time struggle to have the truth finally told. Those listed received the Medal are:
Greg Allen ’72, Richard Bulls ’73, John Godbolt ’73, Dana Harrell ’71, G’73, John Lobon ’73, , A. Alif Muhammad ’71, Duane Walker ’80, Ron Womack ’71 and Clarence “Bucky” McGill ’72
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David Marc is the author of six books and more than 300 articles on American television, radio, film, and popular culture. His first book, Demographic Vistas (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1994), adapted from his doctoral dissertation in American studies at the University of Iowa, is about to celebrate its 30th anniversary in print. Marc’s shorter pieces have appeared in periodicals ranging from The Village Voice and The Atlantic to peer-reviewed journals and in-flight magazines. During a 25-year university teaching career, he served on the faculties of Brown, Brandeis, USC, UCLA, and Syracuse University, and was a Fulbright Fellow at the University of Aarhus in Denmark. Marc currently offers private writing instruction, principally to corporate executives and scientists, and serves as a writer-editor for the development efforts of Syracuse University and other nonprofit institutions and foundations. His most recent book project, Leveling the Playing Field – The Story of the Syracuse 8, concerns racial bias in collegiate sports during the mid-20th century. 
Mr. McGill, a graduate of Binghamton North HS, is in our area for the 2nd Annual Greater Binghamton

 Sports Hall of Fame Dinner which will be held on April 18th. David Marc is a graduate of Binghamton University 

For more information about the dinner and the ceremony contact AJQSports.com or call 607-242-2330

