“What do you think about data collection so far?” my colleague Mary asks, swishing her wine around in her glass.


“It could be a helpful resource for working with our students,” John responds, and we all stare at him.


“There are no hidden microphones here, John,” I tell him.  “You can say what you really feel.”  

“Okay,” he says, taking a gulp of his beer.  “I think it’s pointless to struggle against the powers that be.”


I consider that.  “Maybe,” I say.


“I think testing and data collection are helpful tools for teach​ing,” Mitzi, the new college grad, says.  “And when we see these videos of actual teachers working with students and demonstrating the power of having learn​ing targets and success criteria, it gives me chills.”


Listening to Mitzi is giving me chills, I think, wondering what her teacher preparation must have been like.  Total indoctrination, Ms. Snarky says.


“Have you ever noticed,” I ask Mitzi, “that the class sizes in these instructional videos are always, say, around ten students?”


Mary nods.  “I have.  Give me ten or fifteen kids to work with, and I could make a smashing video, too.”


Chris laughs.  “It’s not a music video,” he tells her.  


She gives him a pointed look.  “Really? Oh, darn.”


I laugh.  “We could all make a smashing video with ten or fifteen students!”

