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SmithGroupJJR hires George Athens as Workplace Studio Leader in Detroit office
Expert in transformation of workplaces to create high-performance environments based on data-supported human wellness

[bookmark: _GoBack]DETROIT, Mich., November 22, 2016 -- SmithGroupJJR, one of the nation's largest architecture, engineering and planning firms, has hired George Athens, AIA, as Workplace Studio leader at the firm’s Detroit office.   

Athens succeeds Lise Newman, the firm’s Workplace Practice director. He previously served as managing partner at NELSON, Philadelphia, where he led all aspects of the architecture business, focusing on the corporate/commercial and higher education markets. Prior to NELSON, he served as managing director of Cannon Design’s business in India. 

In his new role at SmithGroupJJR, Athens will oversee the firm’s growing Workplace Studio in Detroit, including its project delivery and business development efforts throughout the Midwest U.S.  

Athen’s career has blended architecture, building services engineering, and information technology. He specializes in exploring how rapidly advancing technologies are reshaping how we think about built environments -- and how we design them. Among his passions is the transformation of workplace design based on data-supported human wellness to create a high-performance environment. He presented on this subject at the NeoCon East Conference in 2015 and was invited to speak on behalf of vendors at the 2016 National AIA Convention in Philadelphia and 2015 Greenbuild conference in Washington, DC. 

“George Athens is well known for his success in working with architects, engineers, technology companies and commercial and academic leaders to explore innovative workplace design. His expertise is a perfect fit for our integrated design and project delivery approach,” said Jeff Hausman, Detroit office director, SmithGroupJJR.  

Athens is a graduate of Carnegie-Mellon University where he received a Bachelor of Architecture. He holds architectural registration in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, and is an active member of the American Institute of Architects. 

A native of Pittsburgh, Athens now resides in Birmingham, Michigan.

The SmithGroupJJR Workplace Practice leverages the knowledge and creative insights of hundreds of architects, interior designers, engineers and strategists, who are experienced in all types of workplace venues and committed to providing unique and innovative solutions that solve clients’ business problems. The practice provides comprehensive planning, design and workplace strategy services to many of the nation’s top companies including Microsoft, Google, Ford Land, GoDaddy, The Advisory Board Company and Blackboard, Inc. The firm’s Detroit Workplace Studio has designed recent projects for Lake Trust Credit Union and Ally Financial, as well as the new $150 million headquarters expansion for Little Caesars, now under construction in downtown Detroit with a 2018 completion expected.  

SmithGroupJJR (www.smithgroupjjr.com) is a recognized integrated architecture, engineering and planning firm ranked Top 10 in the U.S. by Building Design + Construction magazine. A national leader in sustainable design, SmithGroupJJR has 420 LEED professionals and 152 LEED certified projects.
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