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Presenting the Winners of the 2016 Global Fine Art Awards

NEW YORK CITY, NY (PRWEB) FEBRUARY 13, 2017: The culmination of a year of reviewing over 2,000 exhibitions to recognize the best curated fine art and design exhibitions in the world ends in the revelation of the thirteen Global Fine Art Awards (GFAA) 2016 winners.

Selected from 78 nominees in 22 countries, 5 continents and 52 cities, the third annual GFAA winners of the 2016 awards were honored at a black-tie Award Ceremony and Gala on February 11th, 2017. Museum directors and curators, gallery directors and owners, artists and art aficionados were among the guests at the historic National Arts Club in New York City. Some of the honorees in attendance include: Charles de Mooij, Director of Het Noordbrabants Museum, Den Bosch,The Netherlands; Gary Tinterow, Director Museum of Fine Arts Houston; Sean Hemingway, Curator, The Metropolitan Museum of Art; Susie Guzman, Director, Hauser and Wirth Gallery; Susan Davidson, Co-curator of Rauschenberg in China with David White and Curatorial Advisor to the Robert Rauschenberg Foundation; Helen Hsu, Assistant Curator, Robert Rauschenberg Foundation; Lee Glazer, Curator, the Smithsonian Museum’s Freer and Sackler Galleries; Bryan Keene, Assistant Curator, The J. Paul Getty Museum; Fariba Farshad, Director Candlestar, and Co-Founder Photo London; Lina Lin, Researcher, National Palace Museum, Taipei, Republic of China (Taiwan); and Jonathan Henery, nephew of Christo, accepting the award for best Public Art on behalf of the artist Christo and Jeanne Claude.

The J. Paul Getty Museum’s “Traversing the Globe through Illuminated Manuscripts” exhibition receives the award for Best Renaissance, Baroque, Old Masters, Dynasties – group or theme exhibition.  Timothy Potts, Director of the J. Paul Getty Museum, says “…this exhibition paints a vivid picture of the dynamic interchange of ideas, narratives, styles and images that characterized these eras. It is a useful reminder that globalization is not a new phenomenon. Indeed, it has lain at the foundation of much of our intellectual, artistic, social and economic life throughout history.”	Comment by Microsoft Office User: Would recommend removing as it disrupts the flow

The event was co-hosted by GFAA President and CEO, Judy Holm, and GFAA Advisory Board Chair, Lawrence M. Shindell, and presided over by Master of Ceremony, Peter Trippi, Editor in Chief of Fine Art Connoisseur magazine, and GFAA Advisory Board member, GFAA Judge emeritus.

Trippi says, “Consider how hard art professionals work to conceive and organize their temporary exhibitions and installations of art and design, and also how much money is spent to mount and tour them. Now ask yourself: how are the best of these projects honored, after the lights have dimmed and the loaned artworks have headed home? Oddly, in a world teeming with award ceremonies for seemingly every possible artistic activity (think “Oscars”), there is no program that recognizes such exhibitions… until the GFAA initiative was launched in 2014.”

This year’s judges are Dean Phelus (American Alliance of Museums, Washington, D.C.); James M. Bradburne (Pinacoteca di Brera and Biblioteca Braidense, Milan); Gina Costa (independent art historian and curator, Director for marketing and public relations at the Snite Museum of Art, University of Notre Dame, Chicago); Barbara Aust-Wegemund, independent art historian and curator, Hamburg); and Joe Lin-Hill (Albright-Knox Art Gallery, Buffalo).  They selected the winners in the following 11 categories: Contemporary and Post-War Art (solo artist and group/theme); Impressionist and Modern Art (solo artist and group/theme); Renaissance, Baroque, Old Masters and Dynasties (solo artist and group/theme); Ancient Art; Public Art, Design, Photography and Fringe.  

In addition to the juried awards, the final award, “Youniversal,” recognizes the best exhibition of the year as determined by public vote from people across the globe, which all nominees are eligible to win. Thousands of votes were cast during the voting period, from October 26th through November 13th, 2016. To expand the digital presence of GFAA further, a new award was added this year: YOU-2.  The Top 10 Nominees, based on the Youniversal votes, became eligible for this Twitter-based award.

The Global Fine Art Awards 2016 Winners:

Best Contemporary / Post-War – solo artists
Rauschenberg in China / Ullens Center for Contemporary Art (UCCA) / Beijing, China

Best Contemporary / Post-War – group or theme
Revolution in the Making: Abstract Sculpture by Women, 1947 – 2016 / Hauser Wirth Schimmel Gallery / Los Angeles, USA

Best Impressionist / Modern – solo artist
Degas: A New Vision / National Gallery of Victoria, Museum of Fine Arts Houston / Melbourne, Australia; Houston, USA

Best Impressionist / Modern – group or theme (TIE)
The Lost Symphony: Whistler and the Perfection of Art / Smithsonian's Freer and Sackler Galleries / Washington DC, USA
Jewel City: Art from San Francisco's Panama-Pacific International Exposition / de Young / Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco / San Francisco, USA

Best Renaissance, Baroque, Old Masters and Dynasties – solo artist (shared)
Jheronimus Bosch - Visions of genius / Het Noordbrabants Museum/ Den Bosch, Netherlands
Bosch. The Centenary Exhibition / Museo del Prado / Madrid, Spain

Best Renaissance, Baroque, Old Masters and Dynasties – group or theme 
Traversing the Globe through Illuminated Manuscripts / The J. Paul Getty Museum / Los Angeles, USA

Best Ancient Art 
Pergamon and the Hellenistic Kingdoms of the Ancient World / The Met Fifth Avenue / NYC, USA

Best Public Art
Christo and Jeanne-Claude: The Floating Piers / Lake Iseo / Lake Iseo, Italy

Best Design
Manus x Machina: Fashion in an Age of Technology / The Met Fifth Avenue / NYC, USA

Best Photography (shared)
Robert Mapplethorpe: The Perfect Medium / Los Angeles County Museum of Art (LACMA) and The J. Paul Getty Museum / Los Angeles, USA

Best Fringe / Alternative
Susan Philipsz: War Damaged Musical Instruments / Tate Britain / London, England

YOUNIVERSAL (shared)
Jheronimus Bosch - Visions of genius / Het Noordbrabants Museum/  Den Bosch, Netherlands
Bosch. The Centenary Exhibition / Museo del Prado / Madrid, Spain

YOU-2
Traversing the Globe through Illuminated Manuscripts / The J. Paul Getty Museum / Los Angeles, USA

About the GFAA Program
The GFAA program honors innovation and excellence in exhibition design, historical context, educational value, and public appeal. The program’s mission is to develop interest and passion for fine art, and to further its educational role in society.
GFAA is the first annual program ever created to recognize the best curated art and design exhibitions and installations worldwide. This program includes exhibitions in museums, galleries, art fairs and biennials, as well as public installations. 

The Vision

GFAA has as its primary purpose to elevate the importance and relevancy of fine art in the world today: economically, socially, and culturally.  GFAA endeavors to be world renowned as the premier art and design award program.  Over time, the number of awards will grow to encompass more art categories, and awards for curators, artists and other individuals.

The Process
 
A broad set of criteria is utilized to research and assess the prospective nominees, with continuous review of over 50 sources of print and online art editorial and critiques. Through these sources, more than 200 museums and 2,000 exhibitions are vetted during the annual art research as well as personalized assessments based on exhibition viewing. 

In addition to the research-based nominations, GFAA accepts open calls from museums, biennials, fairs, galleries and other art organizations. Individual patrons may nominate their favorite exhibitions as well. The timeframe for eligibility this year was for exhibitions and installations opening between Aug 1, 2015 and Jul 31, 2016.  The basic criteria for eligibility is that each nominated exhibit must be curated. 

The Nominating Committee reviews the slate prepared by the Art Research Committee, and presents their findings and final approvals to the Judges.  The Judges modify and select the final slate of Nominees, then vote on the Finalists and Winners. 

Media, Arts, Educational & Cultural Partners
[bookmark: _GoBack]The program is flourishing with the continued support and partnership of the American Alliance of Museums (AAM), other important arts organizations, educational and media partners including: Association of Art Museum Directors (AAMD), Frieze London and Frieze Masters, Traveling Exhibits Network, Vastari, Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs, Fractured Atlas, Fine Art Connoisseur Magazine, Family Office Elite Magazine, Nob Hill Gazette, SocialMiami.com, World Red Eye. 

Corporate Sponsors
Aon/Huntington T. Block Insurance Agency, Inc., ARIS Title Insurance Corporation, Baccarat Hotel, Billionaire Italian Couture, Carillon Hotel and Resort, Crowell & Moring LLP, Galerie LeLong, Galleria Farina, Goihman Group of Douglas Elliman, K&L Gates LLP, Pryor Cashman LLP, Kwittken Communications, Vastari Group, Wiggin and Dana LLP
                                                                                     
GFAA is a sponsored project of Fractured Atlas, a non-profit arts service organization. Contributions for the charitable purpose of GFAA must be payable to “Fractured Atlas” only. All contributions are tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law. Fractured Atlas, a 501(c)(3) public charity, provides a fiscal sponsorship program to help arts organizations raise money from charitable sources.
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