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News Release

StoneGate Senior Living, LLC Works to Improve Funding for Texas’ Elderly Population

The company, which provides support services to senior living and care properties in Texas, Oklahoma, and Colorado, says the response from legislators and senators is positive.  

[bookmark: _GoBack](AUSTIN – March 9, 2017) –  StoneGate Senior Living, LLC  leaders met in Austin with Texas state legislators to ask for their support of Senate Bill 1130, the Nursing Facility Reinvestment Allowance (NFRA), and Senate Bill 890 that would establish a moratorium on Medicaid beds in the state. 

NFRA is a budget-neutral program that allows Texas to draw-down additional Federal dollars to improve the care and service provided to long-term care Medicaid residents in nursing facilities across the state. 

The ALEC-Laffer State Economic Outlook Rankings 2016 ranked Texas as the nation’s 12th most favorable state economy. Despite Texas’ robust growth and economic health, it currently ranks 48th of 50 states in payment for long-term care Medicaid residents in nursing facilities. StoneGate leaders offered state representative and senators the NFRA solution, which will improve funding of care for Texas frail elderly population with no increase in taxes. 43 states already utilize programs similar to NFRA.  
 
Senate Bill (SB) 890 would establish a moratorium on new Medicaid beds in Texas. SB 890 will give lawmakers and health care regulators a chance to slow down growth and examine how to better meet the needs of an aging state while making best use of Medicaid dollars. Texas’ current low occupancy rate in nursing facilities – 70% versus 88% nationally – drives increased costs and dilutes the workforce.

“StoneGate believes that every person deserves comfort, dignity and quality care regardless of their socioeconomic circumstances. Enacting NFRA will allow StoneGate and other Texas long-term care providers to improve care provided to long-term care residents in the state’s Medicaid program,” says Eddie Parades, StoneGate’s SVP Government Affairs. “It’s important to  remember that these are veterans of foreign wars, retired teachers, community leaders, mothers, fathers, aunts and uncles… We tend to talk about these things in terms of budgets and financial impact, and it’s important to remember the compassionate human element that’s at stake in the NFRA bill.”

StoneGate leaders met with Rep. Dewayne Burrows, Lubbock; Rep. Trent Ashby, Lufkin; Sen. Lois Kolhorst, Brenham; Rep. Gary VanDeaver, New Boston; Sen. Bryan Hughes, Mineola; Rep. Lance Gooden, Terrell; Sen. Brian Birdwell, Granbury; Sen. John Whitmire, Houston; Sen. Kelly Hancock, North Richland Hills; Rep. Rodney Anderson, Grand Prairie; Rep. Garnet Coleman, Houston; Rep. Stephanie Klick, Fort Worth; Rep. Pat Fallon, Frisco; Rep. Matt Schaefer, Tyler; Rep. Yvonne Davis, Dallas; Rep. Jay Dean, Longview; Sen. Charles Perry, Lubbock; Sen. Van Taylor, Plano; Rep. Jodie Laubenberg, Wylie; Rep. Jason Villalba, Dallas; Sen. Bob Hall, Canton; and, Rep. Kevin Roberts, Houston.   
 
To schedule an interview or to learn more about StoneGate please contact:

Media Contact				        Media Contact
Tara Vreeland, PR Manager 		        Anne Marie Petersen, PR Coordinator
(303) 929-8363 				        (760) 522-4400
tvreeland@promoteonpurpose.com             ampetersen@promoteonpurpose.com

About StoneGate Senior Living, LLC
StoneGate Senior Living, LLC provides support services to senior living and care properties that offer skilled health care, assisted living, memory support, and independent living locations in Colorado, Oklahoma, and Texas. Founded and led by a team of senior living industry veterans, StoneGate understands that careful attention to customer expectations is vital to the success of a senior living and care community. Learn more at www.StonegateSL.com.
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