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WELLA’S HAIRDRESSERS AT HEART ANNOUNCES FALL 2017 VIDAL SASSOON 

PROFESSIONAL BEAUTY EDUCATION “ADVANCED” SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 
 

San Diego, CA (Oct. 10, 2017) – The Vidal Sassoon Professional Beauty Education Scholarship 

continues to honor Vidal Sassoon’s passion for professional education as it celebrates the milestone of 

awarding 100 Advanced scholarships. The Beauty Changes Lives Foundation and Wella’s Hairdressers 

at Heart are proud to announce the winners of the Fall 2017 Vidal Sassoon Professional Beauty 

Education “Advanced” Scholarship. Since Wella established the scholarship program in 2013, the Beauty 

Changes Lives Foundation has awarded 100 Advanced scholarships to licensed hairstylists. 

Each Advanced winner’s scholarship includes a five-day learning experience at a Vidal Sassoon 

Academy in North America. The Fall 2017 Vidal Sassoon Professional Beauty Education scholarship 

winners are:      

Angelica Aviliez-Cecilio, Westminster, California 

Specializing in hairstyles for special occasions and events, Angelica’s objective is to 

give every client a feeling of confidence they didn’t have before sitting in her chair. She 

says the scholarship will allow her to learn, develop and create techniques that 

empower her clients and her own passion for lifelong learning.  “Behind my chair I am a 

hairstylist, but beyond my chair I will always be a student who wants to make the 

person in my chair an individual who wants to conquer the world,” says Angelica. 

 

Jessica Duarte, Lakeville, Massachusetts  

A hairstylist at Makeovers Salon and Spa, Jessica identifies with the modest 

beginnings that fueled Vidal Sassoon’s career. “It was hairdressing that allowed me to 

pursue my passion, get out of poverty and live a successful life while providing for my 

daughter,” says Jessica who has been a licensed hairstylist for 11 years.  Looking to 

the future, Jessica says receiving the Vidal Sassoon Advanced scholarship will bring 

her craft to the next level and help her continue to change the lives of her clients. 

 

.  



  	  

Madison Gillespie, Surrey, British Columbia 

A hairstylist at Union Salon, Madison credits Vidal Sassoon for “flipping the industry 

of hairstyling into an art form.” Madison says hairdressing is the perfect art form to 

channel her creativity. But it is the smiles from her clients that make her craft most 

rewarding. “The smiles from clients make standing 10 hours behind a chair worth 

every minute,” says Madison. 

 

Beverly Iwuala, Katy, Texas 

A hairstylist at Image Salon Studios, Beverly believes in the freedom that 

comes with risk taking and following one’s passion and calling. A 

newcomer to the industry – she has been a licensed stylist for one year – 

Beverly says that hairdressers transform clients from the inside out. 

“Ultimately, hairdressers’ work goes far beyond what the eye can see and we touch not just clients’ hair, 

but their hearts,” she says.  

Danielle Johnson, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

A hairstylist at MADE Barber Parlor and Beauty Salon, and a licensed hairstylist for 

25 years, Danielle still remembers the excitement she felt upon receiving a Vidal 

Sassoon blow dryer for her 12th birthday. “This scholarship will help me partake in 

Vidal Sassoon’s legacy, hard work and the passion he put into his brand,” she says. 

Danielle passes her passion forward as she teaches new hairstylists about the 

industry and supports women experiencing hair loss through providing them with beautifully cut and 

styled wigs. 

Rosiry Mercedes, Ocala, Florida 

After eight years working as a salon receptionist, Rosiry’s “aha 

moment” came when she attended the Premiere show in Orlando. 

After graduating beauty school and earning her license six months 

ago, Rosiry says she is alive with the “fire and desire” that comes with 

working behind the chair at Urban Hair Studio. “This scholarship is an 

amazing jumpstart for me as a new artist and I vow to stay humble and coachable as I help guests see 

how fabulous and fearless they can be with a new haircut,” says Rosiry. 



  	  
Chevelle Memmel, Slinger, Wisconsin 

As a color educator and hairstylist at Clark Richard Salon, Chevelle loves being the 

“best part of someone’s day,” and values the intimacy that exists in the 

hairstylist/client relationship. “As hairstylists, we are an escape from everyday life 

for our clients,” says Chevelle, noting the weddings, graduations and special events 

she helps her clients celebrate. Chevelle looks forward to sharing what she learns 

from her Vidal Sassoon scholarship experience with her salon family. “This 

scholarship is an opportunity for everyone in our salon to experience the beauty of sharing education,” 

says Chevelle. 

 

Taylor Vanoeffelen, Rockford, Michigan 

As a child, Taylor saw how the salon her mom owned changed people’s 

lives, long before she began working at Douglas J. Aveda Institute. She 

also saw the tremendous generosity that exists within the salon 

environment. Today, Taylor continues to give back to an organization that 

supports individuals living with cancer. “Cancer can strip so much self-confidence and self-love and I love 

being part of helping someone look and feel better,” she remarks. “This industry is all about education 

and I never want to stop learning because cosmetology is my passion.” 

 

 

Nicole Welborn, Justin, Texas 

Prior to joining the beauty industry, Nicole was a domestic violence counselor. 

Seeing the connection between an individual’s self-care and self-confidence 

inspired Nicole to make a career change. As a colorist at Beauty Hive Studio, 

Inside Salons by JC, Nicole has a passion for how the art and science of color can 

make a client’s vision a reality. “I believe that a really great haircut can make color 

even better,” says Nicole. She looks forward to learning the precision cutting 

techniques that made Vidal Sassoon a game changer in the industry.  

 

Samantha Wester, Campbell, California 

Bullied as a child, Samantha tested out of high school and enrolled in cosmetology 

school at age 16. Twelve years later, Samantha uses her place behind the chair as a 

channel to encourage and empower others at Oz A Salon in San Jose. Eventually, 

Samantha aspires to become an educator and use the art, expression and creativity 

of hairstyling to help her clients become the best version of themselves. 

 



  	  
 

Winners of the Vidal Sassoon Professional Beauty Education Scholarship were selected by a panel of 

accomplished professionals in the hairstyling industry. Judges evaluated applications on the basis of 

innovation, communication and creativity. Applicants’ videos may be viewed at 

https://beautychangeslives.org/portfolio-item/vidal-sassoon-professional-beauty-education-scholarship-

program-advanced-winners/ .    

Beauty Changes Lives Foundation President Lynelle Lynch remarked on the tremendous range of 

experience among the Fall 2017 scholarship winners, while observing the professional passion reflected 

in each applicant’s video. “The longevity of winners’ careers ranges from six months to 25 years, yet they 

all celebrate the purpose, passion and possibilities that accompany a career in hairstyling. The legacy of 

Vidal Sassoon continues to inspire and resonate with hairdressers who want to take their craft and career 

to a new level,” says Lynch.   

“A commitment to education is something Wella’s Hairdressers at Heart has always been synonymous 

with,” said Sal Mauceri, Senior Vice President North American Coty Professional Beauty and Global OPI. 

“We’re thrilled to offer these talented hairstylists the unique opportunity to attend the Vidal Sassoon 

Academy, and remain steadfast in honoring Vidal’s legacy through this namesake scholarship.” 

### 

About the Beauty Changes Lives Foundation: With a mission to elevate, educate and empower, Beauty Changes Lives is uniting 

the industry and building awareness of the extraordinary career opportunities in the beauty, wellness and massage therapy 

industries. Learn more at www.beautychangeslives.org or find us on Facebook.   

About Hairdressers at Heart: Stylists are committed to being the best, perfecting their craft with every cut. Wella is here to 
advance the salon industry, one stylist at a time. Hairdressers at Heart is a program created to help stylists develop their talents 
throughout their career. Our goal is to be a vital partner to salons, empowering individual stylists and our entire industry. For more 
information: https://www.wellaed.com/hairdressers-at-heart/ 

About Coty Inc.: Coty is one of the world’s largest beauty companies with approximately $9 billion in revenue, with a purpose to 
celebrate and liberate the diversity of consumers’ beauty. Its strong entrepreneurial heritage has created an iconic portfolio of 
leading beauty brands.  Coty is the global leader in fragrance, a strong number two in professional salon hair color & styling, and 
number three in color cosmetics.  Coty operates three divisions – Coty Consumer Beauty, which is focused on color cosmetics, 
retail hair coloring and styling products, body care and mass fragrances sold primarily in the mass retail channels with brands such 
as COVERGIRL, Max Factor and Rimmel; Coty Luxury, which is focused on prestige fragrances and skincare with brands such as 
Calvin Klein, Marc Jacobs, Hugo Boss, Gucci and philosophy; and Coty Professional Beauty, which is focused on servicing salon 
owners and professionals in both hair and nail, with brands such as Wella Professionals, Sebastian Professional, and OPI.  Coty 
has approximately 20,000 colleagues globally and its products are sold in over 130 countries. Coty and its brands are committed to 
a range of social causes as well as seeking to minimize its impact on the environment. 

For additional information about Coty Inc., please visit http://www.coty.com/. 

About Sassoon Academy: Sassoon Academy offers its celebrated, industry-leading philosophy and courses worldwide through its 
renowned Academies, and instructional DVDs and books. All classes are developed and designed to be contemporary, relevant and 
forward thinking and are delivered with passion, commitment and technical excellence. The aim is to share the knowledge that is 
gained in the development of our craft and ensure that our students gain real commercial skills from our courses, as well as take 



  	  
away a piece of the culture that created Sassoon. To learn more about Sassoon Academy, visit www.sassoon.com or follow us on 
Facebook: facebook.com/Sassoon Academy, Twitter: twitter.com/Sassoon Academy and Instagram: @sassoonacademyofficial 


