A Report on Blockstack Berlin: A Signature Fund Event, 2018
by Sven Donhuysen, Serial Entrepreneur & Disruptive Tech Investor
I was very excited about attending Blockstack Berlin on the 2nd and 3rd of March, at the cool Frank Gehry designed Axica. It was a fantastic opportunity to meet up with members of the ever growing decentralized community, and some of the world's leading experts on blockchain, data privacy and information theory. In my professional capacity, it is essential that I am up to date on the latest weekly news, and learn more about new techniques for generating state-of-the-art decentralized applications. Watch this super inspiring one minute video on all the excitement here.
Crypto, digital activism and hacker culture meet ups in Berlin are commonplace, and this is now Blockstack Berlin's third successful event. Day one comprised tech heavy Blockstack Learning Sessions covering Blockstack Identity, Blockstack.js Storage Strategies and Gaia Storage. And day two offered Speaker Presentations and Panels along with Application Demonstrations. 

“I predict that the future of finance could be dominated by blockchain.” Sven Donhuysen

As a leader in disruptive tech investment, I have to keep one step ahead of the game. I was enthralled with the high level of what was on offer. The first-class thought leadership and real time demos of decentralized apps currently in development on top of the Blockstack model, were electrifying. I was delighted to be able to observe elements of the 'New Internet' development. We all want an uncensored, free and open society, and the featured speakers at this event are definitely set to play a major role in bringing it about.
Speakers included the amazing Edward Snowden – the brave whistleblower computer analyst and Former US Intelligence Officer, who leaked top-secret NSA documents proving that the US conducted surveillance over the general public's internet and phone communications. His live video chat direct from Moscow, was a highlight of the event. As was the talk by Albert Wenger - General Partner at Union Square Ventures, a venture capital firm which focuses on financing for start-ups. Naturally, this was very interesting for me, as being a serial entrepreneur, I am an active investor in AI, robotic startups, deep tech and the Blockchain space. Other popular speakers included the renowned Nick Szabo – pioneer of Cryptocurrency, Blockchain and Smart Contracts; Elizabeth Stark – the Co-Founder and CEO of Lightning Labs; Andy Bromberg, Coinlist Co-Founder and CEO and Dr. Steve Waterhouse – the founder of Orchid protocol.

Blockstack Berlin was definitely a hit, and was very well received by all the attendees. Everyone came away with a lot more knowledge on AI, robotics, machine learning, and blockchain. It really is a must go-to place for disruptive tech investors like myself, as well as innovators, developers, and tech media. I can't wait for the next Blockstack event!
