
Lakeside Animal Hospital Is Celebrating The Next Chapter In Its Long History As A New 
Owner And Veterinarian Looks To Put Her Stamp On The Beloved Hospital. 

Plantation, Florida, September 5, 2019 - Dr. Jennifer Frione, a Florida native 
is taking the next big step in her career as she takes over the reins of Lakeside 
Animal Hospital from the Fernandez Family. Lakeside Animal Hospital was 
initially founded in 1995 by Dr. Monica Fernandez. Dr. Monica Fernandez had 
devoted her career to making Lakeside Animal Hospital one of the leading 
primary care veterinary hospitals in South Florida until her passing in 2015.  
The practice had continued to be owned and operated by her husband, 
Robert Fernandez. 

“It was important to me to find a successor who values our clients and our 
team and who I have faith will continue to nurture the relationships that 

Monica had built. I see those qualities in Dr. Frione and have confidence that she will be very successful and will 
also bring new visions and opportunities under her leadership.” said Fernandez. 

Dr. Frione is firmly committed to building on Dr. Fernandez’s legacy of Practicing Big Medicine in a Family hospital 
environment. “I have found my place and can’t think of a better way to spend my life doing what I love, with a 
team that feels the same way I do about our patients and clients! I want to follow in Dr. Fernandez’s foot­steps by 
providing state-of-the-art medicine and personal attention while up­holding the same traditions and values that 
have been practiced for the last two decades.” Frione added 

Dr. Frione brings significant experience to the practice. She attended Florida Gulf Coast University where she 
earned a Bachelor’s in Biology. She obtained her DVM from Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine and 
completed her clinical year at Louisiana State University School of Veterinary Medicine. Her veterinary interests 
include shelter medicine, nutrition, preventative care, rehabilitation, and soft tissue surgery. Frione who has 
always been passionate about animals was inspired to become a veterinarian early in life. Having been raised with 
a variety of pets, she frequently cared for stray cats in the neighborhood and her neighbor’s pets when they 
traveled out of town. 

Prior to the purchase of Lakeside Animal Hospital in May 2019, Dr. Frione had been practicing in Naples, Florida 
before moving back to the east coast to be closer to her family and has been employed at Lakeside Animal Hospital 
as a DVM since 2017.  

Dr. Frione plans on working to advance the spectrum of care offered by the hospital and to implement more 
advanced veterinary technology. In addition to bringing a modern perspective to veterinary medicine, Frione 
believes in the old-fashioned personal approach. “The Hospital will continue to be family owned and operated, I 
want the clients to have my full attention, and I want to connect with them in some way and make them feel 
welcome,” Frione said. “When examining a dog or cat, I prefer to have the pet’s owner present in the examination 
room for as long as possible, and to discuss all diagnoses and options in detail. This helps to develop a bond of 
trust between the owner, the pet and myself,” added Frione. 

“I think what works the best for me is being motivated by setting and achieving goals and filling my practice with 
people who are cut from the same cloth,” adds Dr. Frione. “I have learned that culture is by far the most important 
component of a business. If you can foster a culture where people feel supported, believe in what they are doing 
on a daily basis, and love coming to work each day – patients and pet owners all benefit.” 

While owning a business is a new and sometimes overwhelming experience for Frione, she said the transition has 
been easy due to the supportive and caring Lakeside Animal Hospital staff she inherited. “The team here is 
awesome,” Frione said. “They really care about the patients and the clients, and they make my life a lot easier. 
It’s just been great all around.” 



Lakeside Animal Hospital is an AAHA-accredited, full-service facility, equipped to provide comprehensive services 
and treatment for dogs and cats at every life stage. Their services are focused on preventative and diagnostic care, 
internal medicine, pain management, advanced surgery, dentistry and more. 

When not at Lakeside Animal Hospital, Dr Frione enjoys spending time with her family and friends. She loves 
spending time outdoors, cooking, and boating. Dr Frione and her husband Ryan share their home with their cat, 
Tiger; their dog, Rocco; Ryan’s daughter, Kennedy and are expecting the arrival of their son this fall. Very exciting! 

Dr Frione is very much looking forward to getting to know both you and your pets as well as continuing to support 
their happy, long and healthy lives. 

What Does This Mean For You? 
• You will see the same friendly faces at Lakeside Animal Hospital, plus a few new ones! 

• Our doctors will continue to provide you the best veterinary care possible with the support of their 
dedicated and compassionate clinical team. 

• The facility is currently undergoing considerable remodeling and technical upgrades. 

• We will be bringing you a brand-new website that is user-friendly and interactive, allowing online 
prescription refills and appointment bookings. Visit www.lakesideanimal.com to see for yourselves! 

• We will be improving our online presence to provide our clients with an easily accessible communication 
channel and educational platform across social media. 

• It is our great privilege to practice in South Florida and it will be our pleasure to serve you and your pet. 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have supported the transition so far. We 
sincerely thank you for your business.  

• You can also like us on Facebook at facebook.com/LakesideAnimal for all the latest news from our team! 

To help get acquainted, Lakeside Animal Hospital is currently offering a Complimentary New Patient Nose to Tail 
Exams for dogs and cats (A $55 Value). Call to schedule an appointment. 

Lakeside Animal Hospital is located at 9601 W Broward Blvd, Plantation, FL 33324. For more information, call  
(954) 474-8808 or visit their web site, www.lakesideanimal.com 
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