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Expats In Mexico Survey 2020 Key Findings



· 75 percent of respondents feel safe living in Mexico

· 34 percent strongly agree
· 41 percent agree
· 12 percent neither agree or disagree
· 9 percent disagree
· 4 percent strongly disagree

· 63 percent believe their city is safer than most Mexican cities. Main reasons for these beliefs fall into four major categories: Size of community, tourist versus non-tourist cities, cities with large expat populations and cities with an absence of cartel activity. Here are examples:

· “For the time being, our town is quite small and not in any particular crosshairs. That said, some expats who own homes here have had burglaries and such, but in general I don’t fear walking about at night or anything like that.”
· “Puerto Vallarta is a tourist town. Visitor’s safety is the best way to insure continued high tourism.”
· “There is a large expat population and we get a lot of attention and consideration from law enforcement.”
· “Ajijic and the surrounding area really has very little crime. And fortunately, there is very little cartel activity in this area.”

· 63 percent of respondents have never been a victim of crime in Mexico. 

· Of the 37 percent of respondents who have been a victim of crime in Mexico, the majority have experienced robbery.

· Robbery 38 percent
· Fraud 6 percent
· Assault 5 percent
· Vehicle theft 3 percent
· Kidnapping 2 percent
· Rape 1 percent
· All other 45 percent

· The areas within cities expats find most unsafe are:

· ATM machine areas 27 percent
· City streets 24 percent
· Home 8 percent
· Public transit 6 percent
· Public garages 4 percent
· All other 31 percent

· Municipal police top the list of public agencies expats think do the best job of keeping them safe:

· Municipal police 22 percent
· Federal police 21 percent
· Navy 12 percent
· State police 10 percent
· National guard 9 percent
· Army 6 percent
· Other 20 percent

· Top respondent locations:

· Lake Chapala 23 percent
· San Miguel de Allende 8 percent
· Puerto Vallarta 7 percent
· Mexico City 4 percent
· Mérida 3 percent
· All other 57 (widely dispersed throughout Mexico)
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· Gender
· Female 45 percent
· Male 55 percent

· Age
· 65 and over 52 percent
· 55 – 64 26 percent
· 45 – 54 11 percent
· 35 – 44 6 percent
· 25 – 34 3 percent
· All other 2 percent
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