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SHABBAT@HOME SERIES, CURATED AND LED BY JOSH NELSON, SET TO DEBUT ON JEWISH LIFE TELEVISION ON SEPTEMBER 18 

New, jammy instrumental version of classic High Holy Day
“Avinu Malkeinu” melody released in advance of TV premier
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

JOSH NELSON, one of the most popular performers and composers in modern Jewish music, has released a haunting, electric guitar-driven take on the classic High Holy Day “Avinu Malkeinu” melody.

One of the most hallowed texts in Jewish liturgy, “Avinu Malkeinu,” Nelson explains, “is essentially an acknowledgement of our flawed humanity. Whether you think of God as an active participant in your daily life, or you simply sense that you are part of something bigger than yourself, the message of the ancient text remains the same. Each of us is destined to fail at times. And each of us can grow if we reflect deeply on our actions and choices.” The creative process of putting prayer to music comes naturally to Nelson. “For me, music is the most powerful form of prayer,” he says. “Interpreting ‘Avinu Malkeinu’ in this way connects me to the essence of the prayer more than the actual text itself ever did.” Nelson’s interpretation of “Avinu Malkeinu” has drawn high praise from some of the most respected figures in the improvisation and jam band community. 
The updated “Avinu Malkeinu” is just a teaser of more to come from Nelson, as his weekly Shabbat@Home TV series debuts on Jewish Life Television on the eve of the Jewish New Year, September 18, 2020. A joint project of jDoes and Positive Jewish Living, Shabbat@Home will give viewers a chance to gather together as a global community even as we deal with the challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic from our own homes. Shabbat@Home “will offer 
a new kind of prayer experience,” Nelson says, “including a live band, multi-media and spoken word sequences.”
Nelson’s work has been celebrated and lauded by the New York Times, Time Magazine, Broadway World and HuffPost among others.

“Unwritten,” the Rosh HaShanah edition of Shabbat@Home will broadcast on Jewish Life Television as follows:
Friday, September 18, 2020

7:00 PM / 10 PM / 1:00 AM EST
4:00 PM / 7:00 PM / 10:00 PM PST.
“Unwritten,” the Yom Kippur edition of Shabbat@Home will broadcast on Jewish Life Television as follows: 

Sunday, September 27, 2020

7:00 PM / 10 PM / 1:00 AM EST
4:00 PM / 7:00 PM / 10:00 PM PST.
Shabbat@Home will also be simulcast at shabbatathome.net and positivejewishliving.com.

“Avinu Malkeinu,” featuring Josh Nelson on guitar, Coleen Dieker on violin, Michael Fecskes on cello, Patrick Monaco Glynn on keyboards, Aaron Germain on bass, and 
Andrew Laubacher on drums, is available on YouTube at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DTliYBRCKg8
###

Josh Nelson Bio

A gifted multi-instrumentalist and songwriter, Josh Nelson brings his extraordinary message of hope, unity and spirituality to concert stages and worship services across the globe. 

Recently hailed by Time Magazine as a “star of the New Jewish Music,” Nelson is a classically-trained musician who is equally versed in rock, jazz and world music. His work is accessible to audiences of all ages and backgrounds and has been celebrated by and integrated into the repertoire of congregations, camps and communities worldwide. 

Nelson previously served as director of Jazz Programs and an adjunct professor at Boston University, where he is currently completing a doctoral degree in music. While he performs professionally on as many as thirteen different instruments, he is most widely considered an extraordinary guitarist, pianist, and vocalist.

Nelson serves as the music director for the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) Biennial Convention, faculty for the Hava Nashira Music Institute, and artist in residence for the JCC Maccabi Artsfest. He also serves as a member of the URJ Faculty of Expert Practitioners, is the recipient of a PresentenseNYC Fellowship, and is an active member of the Schusterman ROI Community. He has led high holiday services at New York’s historic 92nd St. Y and is the founder and creative director of THE WAREHOUSE, an alternative Shabbat experience for unaffiliated young Jews in major metropolitan areas. In 2014, Nelson appeared in the leading role of the off-Broadway revival of Soul Doctor.

Performance highlights include: International Symphony of Peace Prayers, Mt. Fuji, Japan; March of the Living, Auschwitz-Birkenau, Poland; South by Southwest (SXSW), Austin, TX; Limmud Conferences, Warwick, UK and Istanbul, Turkey; international conventions for each of the major youth movements in the USA (NFTY, USY, BBYO, etc.); Burning Man, Black Rock City, NV; URJ Biennial Conventions; the USCJ Centennial Convention; JCCA National Conventions; JCC Maccabi Games; CAJE Conferences; and Jewish music festivals, synagogues, and concert halls across the globe.

Born and raised on the south coast of Massachusetts, Nelson now lives in Brooklyn, NY with his two young children and a goldfish named Dorothy.

More information is available at www.joshnelsonproject.com.

Follow Josh Nelson on Facebook www.facebook.com/joshnelson/, Instagram https://www.instagram.com/josh_nelson_music/ and Twitter https://twitter.com/joshnelsonmusic.  

