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PRETERNATURAL
MICHAEL SCOTT
Foreword by Elizabeth Wiecher Pierce 
Essays by Laura F. Fry, MaLin Wilson-Powell, and Amy Scott

Michael Scott’s landscapes embody the primacy of place. ey draw
from memory, archetypes, and iconic works of the American canon.
His paintings aim not to capture a landscape’s particularity, as such,
but to infuse it with the regenerative spirit of nature itself. He
brings to the work his own sense of wonder, enabling viewers to
engage with it from their own points of view. ey are rewarded
with a portal into America’s wild places, where the elements take
center stage.

In addition to 117 full-color plates, this volume features essays
by art historians and curators illuminating the artist’s process and
the ways in which his current series, Preternatural, situates him
within the broader history of the American landscape tradition.

As MaLin Wilson-Powell writes, “Scott’s paintings offer a place
where the natural world, the human world, and the world of the
spirit or the soul can commingle. Together they comprise an arena
that oscillates between what is there and what is not there, what the
artist brings to it and what the viewer brings to it.”

Michael Scott was born in Lawrence, Kansas. He studied painting
at the Kansas City Art Institute, where he received his BFA. He was 
a recipient of the Skowhegan painting fellowship in Skowhegan,
Maine, and received his MFA from the University of Cincinnati in
Ohio. His paintings of the American landscape and the American
West have been exhibited in numerous gallery and museums and
was included in the 41st Corcoran Biennial Exhibition of Contem-
porary American Painting. 
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Top: Michael Scott, Cattail Family, 1996, oil on linen, 69.5 × 49.5 in. Gift of Dr. James and 
Mrs. Lois Sanitato, Cincinnati Art Museum, Cincinnati, Ohio; Bottom: Michael Scott, Acid Rain
Forest, 1988, oil on linen, 48 × 52 in., private collection. From Preternatural: Michael Scott.
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